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T 
he history of the Church in Charmouth spans a 1000 years. The 

present building is the third and was built in 1836 by the famous 

architect Charles Fowler. But he ensured that the graveyard remained 

untouched and many of the features and memorials were incorporated into 

the church which we see today. 

This book will attempt to show the reader what an important Church we 

have in Charmouth and how it is intertwined with the history of the village 

through the centuries. The book is in chronological order from the early 

Anglo Saxon chapel up to the present. It will cover the Rectors and Patrons 

who have held office there as well as the famous people who have left their 

memorials or graves stones within it. The Churchyard was closed in 1886 

and was moved to a site near Wood Farm. It would be impossible to cover 

this as well and the book confines itself to the church. I wish to thank the 

many people and organisations who have contributed information or 

pictures to this book. In particular Helen and Bob Hughes who encouraged 

me to see the project through from the original idea to fruition. I was also 

grateful for John Kennedyôs assistance with the layout. The Rev. Stephen 

and Rev. Jane Skinner and the congregation of St. Andrews Church have all 

helped with their enthusiasm for the book.  

Without the many sponsors listed at the back there would never have been 

this publication and Changing Spaces wishes them a heart felt thanks. 

I have only scratched the surface of the total history of both the Church and 

the village. It is for this reason that I have placed each page of the book on 

my website: www.freshford.com/st_andrews_church and anticipate updating 

it as new material comes to light in the future. 

         Neil Mattingly 
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multifunctional for all the village. If you wish further copies they can be 
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salt that was produced could then be used as a 

preservative, long before refrigeration. This was to be 

a major trade along the Dorset coast. Indeed the 

earliest document relating to Lyme Regis is in 774AD 

when Cynewulf, the West Saxon King granted land on 

the west bank of the River Lym to Sherbourne Abbey 

in order that Salt may be boiled there. The prosperity 

of Charmouth for many centuries was based on Salt. 

The Domesday Book for 1086 shows the population 

included 16 Salt workers. In the same year, Lyme 
Regis had 27 workers. 

Later in 1172 there is a grant in free alms by William 

Heron to the Abbot of Forde of all that part of his 

tenement in Charmouth which lies to the west of the 

land of Henry de Tilli between the top of the brow of 

the cliff and the sea as far as the stream of Cerne and 

to the south of the curtilage formerly of Elfric up to the 

sea, for making salt, keeping a boat or other purposes. 

The main use of the salt was to preserve food for the 

winter months and was one of the first traded products 
which was carried along the existing Roman road by 

packhorses.  

I f we could go back almost 2000 years we would have found a small settlement on a site which today 

would be further out to sea from the Heritage Centre. 

The River was close by, but the width and course 

would have been very different from today. 

Charmouth stood on the Roman road that linked 

London with Exeter called Ackling Dyke. The map 

shows the known sections which are coloured in green 

and those that are red have still to be discovered. It is 

interesting to see the course of the famous Fosse Way 

that passed nearby at Axminster and linked the port at 

Seaton with that at Lincoln.  

The Romans bought Salt Panning and no doubt 

many of the villagers at that time would have been 

involved. They chopped trees down in the abundant 

surrounding woods and burnt the timber under large 

lead basins which would be filled with sea water as 

shown here. The water evaporated and the layer of 

The original Village and Church were sited here. 

Ancient Charmouth 
100 a.d. ï 1086 

The Roman Road passing though Charmouth  
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A  Charter at Salisbury Cathedral, dated 1240, mentioned the 'Capella de Cernemue, (the 

Chapel of Charmouth) when there is a dispute 

between William Heiron, Lord of Charmouth and the 

Parson of the Church of St. Wite and Holy Cross (now 

Whitchurch Canonicorum). 

The Hundred of Whitchurch was one of a number 

created by King Alfred the Great and covered a large 

area including Burstcock, Catherston, Colway in Lyme 

Regis, Pillesdon, Stockland, Symondsbury, Chideock, 

Marshwood and Stanton St. Gabriel. They were 

centred on the Mother Church which lies in the Vale of 

Marshwood, nearly three miles N.E. of Charmouth. 

and most of these villages had Chapels of Ease. This 

was the case in Charmouth, and the remains of the 

nearby chapel at Stanton St. Gabriel's can give you an 

idea today of how this earlier building may have 

looked before it disappeared under the sea. There is a 

record from the year 1281, which relates to this event 

as follows: 

Notification by Robert [Wickhampton], Bishop of 

Salisbury, that he has been informed by many 

trustworthy men that the secular chapel of Charmouth 

Cernemue), built a long time ago near the sea, has 

been ruined by the battering of the sea and storms. He 

gives his authority and assent to the Abbot and monks 

of Forde, the postulant patrons of the chapel, to move 

it to a more suitable site than the shore and build a 

chapel on their own land to the honour of the blessed 

apostle Matthew and All Saints, in which they may 

provide clerics and secular priests to minister divine 

service. 

Further proof that the original settlement was sited 

in an area now far out to sea was a find of a wooden 

bowl in 1979 which was later carbon dated as 12th 

century. It is now kept in the Dorchester Museum and 

is shown with its cross-section. Another Chapel of 

Ease was that at Wootton Fitzpaine which still has 

part of the original building incorporated into its 

structure. The plan of the church shown here details it 

incorporated into the Nave.  

Whitchurch-Chapel of Ease 
1086 -1300 a.d. 

Whitchurch Canonicorum 

An artists impression of how original Chapel looked. 

Stanton St. Gabriel Today 
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Ace. With additional holdings the Abbey was soon 

the owner of the village and the Abbot was being 

described as Lord of the Manor in later documents.  

The monk's established a Grange here which 

would have been worked by lay brothers. There was 

also a Guildhall, Mill, Market Cross, Pillory, Fair and 

Bridge. All this information and more can be gleaned 

from a book still in existence and held at Forde 

Abbey known as ñThe Cartularyò, which has over 60 

entries for the village detailing land transactions, 

which give a picture of the village in those times. 

The most important event in Charmouth's history 

took place between 1290 and 1297 when William, 

Abbot of Forde improved the Manor by making it a 

Free Borough. This was shortly after the destruction of 

the earlier church. The new Church must have been 

carefully sited in the centre of the Borough, by the 

cross roads of the Roman roads linking Dorchester 

with Exeter and the tracks leading inland to Wootton 

Fitzpaine (where Barrôs Lane is today) and to the Sea. 

There was a large area of Glebe lands on both sides 

of what is now Lower Sea Lane, but originally called 

Mill Lane. The Market was known to have been 

directly outside the Church and until 1866 the village 

Pound and Stocks also stood nearby. The entry is 

very descriptive of the boundaries of the village and 

the half-acre Burgage plots that were to be created 

along either side of the Street. Unfortunately it was not 

a great success with the growth of Lyme Regis and 

Bridport instead.. Many burgages were amalgamated 

into larger, more viable plots. A later survey of 1564 

reveals that most villagers had by then an acre with 

their house on the Street and a further acre of 

common land between the Street and the Sea. The 

predominant family in this survey were the Limbrys, 

one of whose Tombs can still be seen by the entrance 

to the Church today.  

N o single owner of Charmouth had more impact on its history than Forde Abbey whose Abbots were 

to be it's Lords for nearly 400 years. Their Abbey had 

been founded in 1147 and in time was to become one 

of the richest and most learned institutions in England. 

By the end of the 13th Century they owned over 

30,000 acres of land in Devon, Dorset and Somerset. 

It seems that land would be given to them on the 

understanding that they prayed for the souls of the 

donor. 

Amongst these bequests was one in 1170 by 

Richard del Estre for land in Cernia as Charmouth 

was known then. Later his son confirmed this gift with 

another adjoining piece of land given by his brother 

Forde Abbey-Patrons 
1300-1539 

This view of Forde shows the Great Hall and entrance. 

The ancient Cartulary kept at Forde Abbey today. 

Forde Abbey, near Chard, Devon The Historic north facing Stone Wall 
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The statue of an Abbot which was originally on the outside of the 

old church and a similar model of it.  

R ecords of the early Church are only known from Salisbury Charters which in 1314 details that one 

'Stephen,' a Rector of Charmouth was reprimanded by 

the Bishop of Salisbury for evil living. Except for him, 

the earliest known Rector was Richard de la Hegh, 

appointed in 1332 by the Abbot of Forde.  

There was to be a revival in the fortunes of the 

village in the early 16th century under the last Abbot, 

Thomas Chard who was the Lord from 1521 until the 

dissolution in 1539. He was to add a number of 

buildings to the Abbey including the Great Hall. He 

was to also improve his estate in Charmouth. He 

refaced and altered the Abbott's House, and rebuilt 

Rectory. It is now in pride of place in St. Andrews by 

the altar as a record of the long association with 

Forde Abbey, which would come to a sudden end in 

1539 with the dissolution of all Abbeys under King 

Henry VIII. The king went on to endow the new Bristol 

Cathedral from the dioceses of Worcester, 

Gloucester, Bath & Wells and Salisbury in 1542. St. 

Matthews, as the church in Charmouth was named at 

that time, was to come under the control of the Bishop 

of Bristol instead of Salisbury. This was to remain the 

case until 1836 when it reverted back to Salisbury, 

within whose Diocese it continues to this day. The 

Archdeaconry of Dorset was divided into five 

Deaneries: Bridport, Dorchester, Pimperne, 

Shaftesbury and Whitchurch. Our Church was to 

come under Bridport Deanery. Many of the records for 

the three hundred years we came under its diocese 

can be found today at Bristol Record Office, where the 

Cathedral Archives are deposited. The most 

interesting is that produced in 1736 by Bishop Secker 

of a Survey that was conducted of the state of the 

churches in Dorset in that year. 

the Manor House, whose listing is dated to the 1500ôs. 

Thomas Hutchins, in his ñHistory of Dorsetò records 

that the church was also improved at this time. The 

initials T.C. still grace a doorway in the Abbots House, 

formerly ñThe Queens Armesò on the Street and 

provide a clue to the fine building this must once have 

been. 

Thomas Chardôs name was actually Tibbes and this 

ancient house may well have been that of his brother 

Raffe Tybbes who is shown to have lived in the village 

at this time. The Lay Subsidy of 1525 reveals a 

population of about 200. It was shown to account for 

less that 10% of the total income of the Abbey.  

A stone statue of an Abbott which formerly graced the 

roof of the earlier Church was found in the wall of The 

Forde Abbey-Patrons 
1300-1539 

The statue of the 

Abbot which stood 

on the apex of the 

chapel was covered 

with ivy when Diane  

Sperling painted the 

old church in 1828. 

A close up shows the initials of Thomas Chard. 

Forde Abbey-Patrons 
1300-1539 

The letters Thomas Chard above a doorway of the Abbotôs House. The Abbots House, The Street, Charmouth 
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A fter the Dissolution the village was owned by the Crown. But Queen Elizabeth was to grant 

Charmouth in 1564 to Robert and William Caldwell for 

just Ã25.5s.1d. They in turn were to sell it in the same 

year to Sir William Petre. The original Charter was 

included in the deeds to the Manor and in 1853 was 

copied out by Matthew Liddon to prove his ownership 

of the foreshore. It is very long and seems to apply to 

all the lands and buildings in the village. 

A comprehensive survey was instigated by Sir 

William soon after he bought it and can be seen 

amongst the rental books for the family now kept in 

the Devon Record Office in Exeter. It details all the 

tenants and their lands and buildings at that time and 

provides an insight into the village during the transition 

from the Abbey. 

Sir William was immensely wealthy and used his 

position as Secretary of State for King's Henry VIII, 

Edward, Queen's Mary and Elizabeth to increase it 

with the dissolution of the monastic estates. He was 

known to have 36,000 acres in Devon alone. 

The house he had built, Ingatestone in Essex is still 

home for his descendants. He died in 1572 and his 

son Sir John Petre inherited his estate. Altogether 

they were to be landlords for just 10 years, There is a 

record of this time in the Deeds to several houses in 

the village which detail Sir John giving 2000 year 

leases. Amongst them is ñThe Elmsò on the Street 

that shows that on 27th April 1575 Sir John leased it 

to Richard Piers of Lyme. The family tree for the 

Petres reveals that Sir William's daughter, Dorothy 

married Nicholas Wadham of Branscombe in Devon 

and with their combined wealth were able to build and 

endow Wadham College in Oxford which still has 

statues of them above it's Gateway. Another branch 

of the Wadhams were also to become Lords of the 

Manor of Catherston. In 1590 they added to their 

Estate by purchasing Newlands in Charmouth from 

their cousin, Sir John Petre. Whitchurch, the Mother 

Church to the Hundred has an impressive memorial 

to this family and there is a record in 1600 that a 

panel with their Coat of Arms hung in the Church at 

Charmouth. 

In 1565 Sir William Petre as Patron of the Church in 

Charmouth, which was then called St. Matthews, 

chose Rev. John Evans to replace Rev. Lawrence 

Orchard on his death. The original document has 

survived in the Archives of Bristol Cathedral and is 

shown below. 

Sir William Petre - Patron 
1564-1575 

The Presentation in 1565 of Rev. John Evans by Petre 

A branch of the Wadham family were Lords of Catherston, which 

adjoins Charmouth. The porch to the original building still 

survives to this day. 

The map of the coast showing the Church in 1539. 

Sir William Petre (1505-1572) 
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I n 1575 Sir John Petre who was living at Ingatestone House in Essex wished to purchase a neighbouring 

Estate and as a consequence sold the Manor of 

Charmouth to his friend William Pole. William had 

earlier purchased Shute House near Axminster for 

Ã300 in 1560 from his father. 

William Pole already had estates in the neighbouring 

villages of Kilmington, Musbury, Dalwood, Colyford 

and Colyton and Seaton, He died at Shute in 1587 in 

his seventy-third year, and was buried in Colyton 

Church. His eldest son, William erected a remarkable 

monument to him there, still to be seen today. 

He was one of the more 

famous Lords of the Manor 

of Charmouth who 

meticulously recorded the 

history of Devon and its 

illustrious families, which 

was published 200 years 

later as the ñThe Worthies 

of Devonò. He was 

educated at Exeter 

College, Oxford and was a 

member of the Inner 

Temple in London, where 

he resided at times. He 

went on to be a Justice of 

the Peace in Exeter and 

later on Sheriff. He married 

Mary Peryham who was to have 11 children, depicted 

on her elaborate tomb in Colyton. He later remarried 

Jane, a wealthy widow of Sir Robert How. As well as 

Shute he owned Colcombe Castle which had been 

one of the seats of the ancient Courtenay family. Its 

ruins today are off Colcombe Lane, north of Colyton. 

On his death his large estate went to his son, Sir 

John Pole who for many years was Member of Parlia-

ment for Devonshire. Sir John lived through anxious 

times, during the later days of Charles I, and the Civil 

Wars. About the time that the Parliamentarian forces 

destroyed Colcombe Castle, a fire also broke out in 

Shute House. He was to sell the Manor of Charmouth 

in 1649 to his friend, William Ellesdon, then residing in 

Lyme Regis. The Mill was not sold and remained in 

the family until 1780 when it was bought by Robert 

Knight. A link with the family and St. Andrews is a 

Silver Chalice that they presented in 1575, which is 

now kept at Salisbury Cathedral. 

Sir William Pole -Patron 
1575-1649 

The Charmouth Mill was owned by the Poles until 1780. Shute Barton, near Axminster 

Sir William Pole (1561-1635) 

Shute Barton, near Axminster in the 18th Century. 
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A fter many centuries of absentee landlords the village was at last to have a true Lord of the 

Manor in the shape of William Ellesdon. He was to 

purchase Charmouth from Sir John Pole in 1649 

during the English Civil War. Both men were royalists 

and must have known each other well. The Ellesdons 

had represented Lyme Regis both as Mayors and 

Members of Parliament since the early 16th century. 

There are many references to them in the town's 

records and Hutchins in his History of Dorset of 1774 

provides a detailed family tree. In 1674 William 

Ellesdon, for the annual rent of 6d, granted permission 

to the Mayor of Lyme Regis to take stone and sand 

from Charmouth beach. He must have been held in 

high regard, as he almost succeeded in assisting in 

the escape of King Charles II to France after the Battle 

of Worcester. In September 1651 Charles stayed 

overnight at his brothers house in Monkton Wylde, 

which still stands today, before going on to Charmouth 

where a boat would be waiting to take him to France 

and safety. Unfortunately the scheme backfired when 

the boat mans wife found out and the future king was 

to spend only one night at what is now the Abbots 

House in the Street. This event was to put Charmouth 

on the map forever more and our own William 

Ellesden in a long letter tells the story in vivid detail to 

Lord Clarendon for his book on the history. In reward 

for Captain Ellesdonôs services and loyalty, his 

Majesty, on his restoration visits the village and grants 

to him and two successive heirs a pension of Ã300 per 

annum, and presents him with a medal bearing the 

inscription ñfaithful to the horns of the Altarò. The King 

also gives a beautiful miniature by Samuel Cooper of 

Captain Ellesden, together with a pair of silver 

candlesticks. 

Williams father, Anthony had been Mayor of Lyme 

on three occasions and had purchased Newlands 

which had been part of Charmouth in 1649. Lyme 

Regis Church has a brass memorial plate to this 

gentleman and his family who lived for many years in 

Church Street in the town. 

William had at least 4 children, Anthony, Charles, 

Anne and Mary. He died in 1686 and there is a 

Baroque Cartouche memorial to him high above  

the Altar. 

 

The Brass Memorial to Ellesdon's in Lyme Regis Church The memorial to William Ellesdon in St. Andrews. 

ñElsdonsò, Monkton Wylde near Charmouth ñQueenôs Armesò, Charmouth where Charles Ii stayed 

William Ellesdon-Patron  
1649 - 1686 
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A nother claim to fame in the history of the Church is the fact that we had as our Rector none other 

that the grandfather of John Wesley, the founder of 

the Methodist Church. Bartholomew Wesley became 

Rector in 1645. He was placed here by the 

Parliamentarians and supported their cause. His time 

as Rector coincided with the attempt by the future 

King Chales II escape by boat to France from the 

shores of Charmouth in 1651. It was Stephen Lymbry 

who was to have taken him in his boat. But his wife 

became very suspicious and locked him in their 

house, so he could not assist. Charles could not wait 

and went on to Bridport. In the early morning one of 

the kings horses was taken to be shod. The 

blacksmith declared that its shoes had been made in 

the north of England. When the Ostler said that a  

party of strangers had sat up all night, suspicion was 

aroused. He ran to consult Mr. Wesley at the church, 

but as he was reading prayers, there was 

considerable delay and Charles was gone before any 

measures could be taken by him to prevent his 

escape. 

Bartholomew Wesley and his son, John Wesley are 

shown as signing an indenture for their house sale in 

1668. The property now called ñMill Viewò stands on 

the site of the former house where they lived. The 

deeds still exist in the Dorset Record Office and 

shortly after the Wesleys moved it was bought by the 

same Stephen Limbry who was involved in the 

attempted escape of the King. The former 17th 

Century Pulpit  Bartholomew preached from can be 

seen today in Bridport Museum following its removal 

from the former Church. Another reminder of this 

famous Gentleman is of course Wesley Close which 

was named after him in more recent times.  

Bartholomew Wesley - 
Rector 1645-1658 

ñMill Viewò Cottages today. 

The 17th century Pulpit from 

which Bartholomew Wesley 

preached, which can now be 

seen in the Bridport Museum. 

Stephen Lymbryôs purchase of Mill View in 1652 

John,Great Grandson of Bartholomew Wesley 

Bartholomew Wesley and his son, John Wesley are shown in this indenture for Mill View in Charmouth. 
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A fter the Restoration of King Charles II to the throne, Bartholomew Wesley was ejected from his 

position of Rector and he moved to Lyme Regis. His 

position was taken in quick succession by Benjamin 

Bird, Timothy Hallet and William Locke. But by 1673 

we had a new  Rector -Joseph Bragge. He and his 

son, Edward Bragge were to hold this position for the 

next 74 years. There is a magnificent memorial to the 

latter by the Altar with the families coat of arms, 

beneath it. They came from a distinguished branch of 

Bragges, whose founder was Matthew who had 

purchased the parish of Thorncombe from Queen 

Elizabeth in 1576. The families connection with 

Sadborow, where they built a fine Manor house 

which remained until 1922. 

Joseph Bragge had previously studied at Wadham 

College, Oxford where he had matriculated in 1669, 

aged 17. Four years later he was to take on the 

position of Rector in Charmouth. It was in this 

village he was to meet Joane Mabel whom he 

married in the same year. The parish records show 

them having at least 10 children, many of whom 

were to live their lives in the village. Joane was to 

die in 1704 and her husband four years later after 

35 years of service. His son Edward followed him 

into the Church. He had received his B.A. aged just 

17 in 1699 and M.A, four years later at Trinity 

College, Oxford. On his fathers death, in 1708, 

Edward was to take on his role and be the Vicar for 

the next 39 years. This was mainly under the 

patronage of Williamôs son Anthony Ellesdon, who 

lived in the Manor House opposite the church. 

Edward married Martha Trayte in 1730 and they 

were to have five surviving sons - John (1735-), 

William (1737-1785), Lucius (1739-1786), Joseph 

(1731-1807 and Edward (1733-). It was they who 

erected the fine memorial to both him and his wife 

we see today in the church. It was said of Edward 

that he so loved his dinner table that he asked to be 

buried in it, and his coffin was actually made from 

this. 

His family continued to live in Charmouth for many 

generations and there is a memorial on the floor of 

the church to William Bragge, who had been the 

village Doctor and lived at the Court with his wife 

Hester. 

An interesting insight into the Bragges time in 

Charmouth can be seen in a Survey undertaken by 

Bishop Secker in 1735 of his Diocese in Dorset. He 

writes that it was augmented by Mr. Ellesdon, the 

patron and the incumbent Mr. Edward Bragge was 

a good Tory resident. It was a large Parish about 60 

houses. Many Presbyterians and a Meeting House 

whose teacher was Mr. Robert Batten. No Papists. 

He remarks that it was a very handsome church. 

Bishop Secker's Survey of Charmouth in 1736 

Floor Grave. - Beneath this stone/lieth the body of/WILLIAM 

BRAGGE/WILLIAM BRAGGE son of William Also his wife  

MARY BRAGGE.  

William John Bragge(1804-1839) was born to William (1766-1825) 

and Mary (died in 1838) 

Marble Memorial to Edward and Martha Bragge. 

Rev. Joseph Bragge - Rector 
1673-1708 

Rev. Edward Bragge - Rector 
1708-1747 
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A nthony Ellesdon succeeded as Lord of the Manor and Patron of the Church on the death of his 

father in 1686. He lived in the Manor House opposite, 

which would have been more imposing than seen 

today after being subdivided and altered in the 19th 

century. He was born in Charmouth in 1658 and was 

to spend most of his long life there. He married Anne 

Gale from Angersleigh, near Taunton and they had a 

number of children, all of whom he was to outlive. As 

a consequence, his large Estates both here and in 

Symondsbury, Lytton Cheney, Winterbourne 

Stapleton and Winterbourne Abbas in Dorset were left 

to his sister, Mary whose sons were Richard and 

Charles Henvill. His nephew was to commission the 

elaborate marble monument  by the altar to his uncle, 

He was patron of the church and paid for extensive 

improvements to it in 1732. From the long description 

of his acts of charity he appears to have been well 

liked. 

The Will makes for interesting reading as he writes ñI 

give to Richard Henvill the use of my medal set round 

with diamonds which was given by his late royal 

majesty King Charles II to my honoured father for his 

loyalty to the said king.ò 

Another reminder of the family is of course, Ellesdon 

named after the field that was once owned by him on 

which the road stands.  

He died in 1737 aged 79, His wife Anne had 

predeceased him dying in 1716. He commissioned a 

Paten in 1717, which was subsequently sold and 

replaced in 1836 by Rev. Hales. The Church still has a 

silver plate that he gave in 1716 with his coat of arms 

on it. 

Anthony Ellesdon-Patron 
1658-1737 

The ornate Memorial to Anthony Ellesdon  

The Silver Plate given by Anthony Ellesdon  

The Presentation of Rev. Edward Bragge on the death of his father 

Joseph. in 1708 by Anthony Ellesdon. 

The Manor House, opposite the church today 
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T he Ellesdons and their descendants were to be Lords of the Manor and Patrons of Charmouth 

for nearly 140 years. For on the death in 1737 of 

Anthony Ellesdon, it was his nephew, Richard 

Ellesdon Henvill who was to receive most of his 

fortune. He would have rarely come to the village as 

he was Richard Henvill was already a successful 

Merchant living in Bristol, when he inherited a 

number of properties from his uncle. It was his 

brother Charles who represented the family and no 

doubt lived in the Manor House 

opposite the Church. He married 

Elizabeth Hodder and both are 

buried at St. Andrews. His mother 

Mary Ellesdon had married Richard 

Henvill and the house they had built 

soon after this event still stands in 

Puncknowle. It has their initials and 

the year of 1700 above its doorway. 

The Henvills had earlier bought the 

Manor of Catherston with its fine 

Manor House. Richard was to also 

inherit this estate. He was very 

active in the Tobacco and Slave 

Trade and was one of the agents who were 

responsible for outfitting the ships, making the 

arrangements for the supply and selling of slaves. In 

1744 he gave evidence to the Lords Commissioners 

for Trade and Plantations that Bristol sent out 40 

slave ships per year each with goods on board worth 

Ã4000. Another brother Robert lived at the time in  

St. Kitts in the West Indies. 

Richard is only Lord of the Manor for seven years 

and it is his 17-year-old daughter, Benedicta, who is 

to inherit the village as well as being patron of the 

Church. She married the Rev. Joseph Durston from 

Compton Greenfield, near Bristol, in 1767. Sadly he 

died just five years later. She returns to Charmouth 

and appears in a number of documents of the time, 

as Lady of the Manor, but dies childless in 1779, 

aged 52.  

A distant cousin, Francis Phipps Henvill living in St. 

Kitts in the West Indies inherits the Manor and 

Patronage of Charmouth. He never visits the village 

and sells it to James Warden in 1787. 

Illustrated below is an extract from Hutchins History 

of Dorset which shows the Henvill families whilst they 

owned both Catherston and Charmouth as Patrons of 

both churches. 

Henvill Family - Patrons 
1737-1787 

Richard Henvill presentation 

of Rev. William Combe to the 

Bishop of Bristol in 1747. 

Cutting Sugar Cane on a Plantation on St. Kitts 

Presentation of the Union of 

Catherston and Charmouth 

Church in 1767 when Durston 

was Patron 

Looke Farm, Puncknowle 
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T he most dominant Tomb in the Churchyard is near the entrance and is that to Lieutenant James 

Warden. The inscription on all sides details his life 

achievements in glowing detail, but it is that on the 

front which is of most interest as it records that he fell 

in a Duel in 1792. He only lived briefly in the village 

but this event left its mark for evermore. 

He inherited a considerable fortune from an Aunt on 

her death in 1788. She had been married to Captain 

William Parks and lived in Limehouse, London. With 

this money he was able to buy the Manor of 

Charmouth which included Langmoor when it was 

auctioned by Richard Henvil soon after. He had 

previously been married to Elizabeth and had three 

children. She was to die in 1773 and six years later he 

wed Elizabeth Newell Puddicombe, who herself had 

been married to James Crowter. Her family came from 

Lyme Regis and a brother, the Reverend Thomas 

Puddicombe of Branscombe owned Wood Farm in 

Charmouth. 

James Warden was very argumentative and even 

took the Village Curate, Brian Coombes, to Court 

accusing him of stealing seaweed and pebbles from 

the Beach. This climaxed with an altercation with a 

neighbouring landowner, Norman Bond. When 

Warden and Bond met in the street, an argument 

ensued in which Warden became extremely abusive 

and threatened to shoot Bond's dogs. Bond 

demanded Warden apologise, Warden refused, and 

so Bond challenged Warden to a duel. The time and 

place was quickly set, the duellers would meet at 

Hunters' Lodge Inn on the morning of 28 April 1792. 

James was shot through the heart and the neighbour 

fleeing the country to Barbados. His wife Elizabeth, 

was to survive him by 7 years, She was to lease 

Langmoor to a Mr Dicken and move to Axminster 

where she was to spend her last years. James had 

fallen out with his eldest son and on the death of 

Elizabeth in 1798, his estate went to his daughter, 

Anne. 

TO 

THE MEMORY 

OF 

JAMES WARDEN 

ESQ. 

Who fell at a Duel 28 

April 1792 

James Wardenôs Tomb, Charmouth The Cutter James commanded off the Dorset Coast. 

James Warden - Patron 
1787-1792 

Newspaper report of the duel at Hunters Lodge in 1792 

Langmoor Manor, Charmouth The fateful Duel at Hunterôs Lodge Inscription on front of James Wardenôs Tomb 
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C aptain Matthew John Liddon, whose memorial can be seen today, was the grandson of James 

Warden, the gentleman who had died in a Duel. His 

mother, Ann Warden had married Matthew Liddon by 

licence in Axminster on 22 June 1789 in the presence 

of her father. At least five children were born of the 

marriage, Elizabeth in 1791, Sophia in 1793, Ann in 

1795, Lucy in 1799 and Matthew John in 1801. The 

Liddons were an important family in Axminster, where 

they are shown as Farmers and Clothiers. Her name 

appears as Lady of the Manor in the detailed plans 

Isambard Kingdom Brunel drew up in 1846 with a 

proposal for a Railway linking Charmouth with Exeter. 

Her husband who was a Captain in the Royal Navy 

died in 1803 and she had to bring up her young family 

on her own. 

On the death of her mother, Elizabeth Warden in 

1798,she was to inherit both Langmoor and the Manor 

of Charmouth. It was said that she had to mortgage 

her estate to pay for the upbringing and school fees of 

her children. Although she owned Langmoor Manor, 

she was forced to rent it and lived in Melbourne House 

at the top of The Street, another property she had 

inherited. IIn1826 she is shown as the Patron of the 

Church when Glover was Rector. The 1841 Census 

shows her living there with her daughters, Sophia and 

Lucy. Another daughter, Ann married Captain Richard 

Spencer and lived for a time in Lyme Regis, but later, 

after he was knighted moved to Australia, where he 

was appointed Governor in Albany. When Ann died in 

1849 her surviving children are shown as Mathew 

Liddon, Jnr, of Harwich, Essex, a Lieutenant in the 

Royal Navy, Sophia Jackson Liddon and Lucy Liddon. 

In her will she leaves each of them a share of the 

Manor of Charmouth. The Naval Records for Matthew 

Liddon held at the Public Record Office are quite 

informative and show him rising from Masters Mate in 

1822 to Lieutenant in 1828. He retired in 1860. At the 

time of his mother's death he had a house called ñThe 

Groveò in Axminster. He was to briefly become Lord of 

the Manor of Charmouth. But in 1854 he and his 

sister, Lucy sold the Estate to George Frean of 

Plymouth for Ã9100. By then Matthew was living in 

Andover in Hampshire and the Church is fortunate to 

have a memorial to him and his family. Both his sisters 

continued to live the rest of their days at Melbourne 

House. 

As a postscript, in 1944 a descendant, Prudence 

F.Liddon Tosetti was born, and christened in 

Charmouth church. She was the great great grand 

daughter of Captain Matthew Liddon and niece of 

Harry Liddon R.A.F. killed in action on 5th May 1943 

whose name is on our War Memorial and in the Book 

of Remembrance in St. Andrews.  

Memorial to John Liddon at St. Andrews Church. 

Melbourne House, 

The Street, 

Charmouth 

Ann Liddon at Langmoor Manor  Ann Wardenôs wedding to Matthew Liddon in 1789 

Ann Liddon-Patron 
1798-1849 

Ann Spencer (1793-1855) Richard Spencer (1779-1839) 
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F rom 1747 until 1818 the Church was to be run by William and then his son, Brian Combe. There are 

no graves or memorials to them, yet their names 

appear regularly as witnesses and trustees on many 

deeds and documents relating to the village. A 

memorial to the family can be seen at the Parish 

Church at Shepton Mallet where they originated from 

as Clothiers. They were related to both the famous 

families of Wyndham and Strode who fought in the 

Civil War. There is also a family connection to both 

the Purlewant and Schalch families.  

Reverend William Combe became Rector in 

Charmouth in 1747 under the Patronage of Richard 

Henvill, nephew of Anthony Ellesdon. His later 

obituary shown here is very detailed and reveals what 

a charitable and capable man he was. It goes on to 

say that it is expected that his son Brian will be filling 

his role. But although he was Rector of neighbouring 

Catherston, he never became Rector, instead he held 

the position of Curate for the rest of his life. This was 

because the Patron in 1783 was Francis Phipps 

Henvill, living in St. Kitts who chose his kinsman, Rev. 

Audain to take on the position. This gentleman was 

rarely there and his work was carried out instead by 

his deputy Brian Combe.  

Brian was left a large fortune by his father and 

bought a number of properties both in Charmouth and 

the neighbourhood. He would also assist villagers by 

giving them mortgages for their houses. He purchased 

Backlands Farm, to the north of The Street from 

James Warden who had bought most of the village in 

1788. Brian never married and when he died in 1818 

left his considerable estate to his nieces: Frances 

Purlement, Jane Purlement, Catherine Williams and 

Frances Warren,, The 1825 Poor Rates shows 

ñCombs Farmò being owned by Warren & Co. and 

rented by James Powell. It is later sold to Captain 

Schalch and is detailed as being 23 acres in 1840 with 

a rate of Ã1-12s. 

Poor Rates showing all the property Brian owned. 

Memorial to the Coombes in Shepton Mallet Church 

Rev. William Combe - Rector 
1747-1783 

Rev. Brian Combe - Curate 
1783-1818 
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T his is the story of Charmouthôs most infamous 

Rector. His name was John Audain and his family 

originated from St. Kitts, in the West Indies. He was to 

take on the position of Rector of the village in 1783, on 

the death of William Combe, who had been the 

Minister for nearly 40 years of this and the 

neighbouring Parish of Catherston. On his death it 

was assumed that his son, Brian would become 

Rector, Although he was to become Parson at 

Catherston, he only had the position of Curate in 

Charmouth. The senior role was to go to John Audain, 

who would have been just 18 at the time and only 

recently ordained. The Lord of both Manors at the time 

was Francis Phipps Henvilll, a descendant of Anthony 

Ellesdon, who lived in St. Kitts. He was also Patron of 

the Church and no doubt used this position to ensure 

that his kinsman became its new Rector. It would 

seem that although the Reverend John Audain was to 

appear in the village records in this position for 43 

years, most of this time was spent in the West Indies. 

The work of the Church was to be carried out by three 

able Curates, Brian Combe (referred to earlier), 

Joseph Hodges and Thomas Snow. It was not until 

1825 that he would lose his position to Rev. William 

Glover after his long absence. George Roberts in his 

History of Lyme Regis of 1834,provides an anecdote 

of his earlier time in Charmouth as follows: 

ñ He fought a battle at Lyme Regis with an Irish 

chaise driver, and preached with his usual energy. His 

preaching carried every one with him: his fighting was 

good and manly, but not so successful, for the knight 

of the whip eventually beat himò. 

He was to marry Ann Willett, and have a son, John 

Willett Audain, After a few years he tired of these 

shores and returned back to the West Indies. H.N. 

Coleridge in 1825, gave a long account of the exploits 

of Parson Audain of Roseau. An abbreviated version 

appears below: 

ñOne of the finest pathetic preachers of his age, 

according to contemporaries, whose appearance was 

fine, gentle and venerable, and who supplemented his 

stipend by owning a small privateer. His schooner was 

captured, (whilst smuggling negroes to Guadeloupe) 

by another privateer, from Nevis. The Parson went to 

Nevis, posted his rivals name on the Courthouse door, 

and stood on guard there with loaded pistols for three 

days in the hope that the man would come and 

challenge him in a duel. He had fought thirteen 

altogether in his life, and on one occasion, while 

waiting for the seconds to reload, he went up to his 

opponent, suggested 'just a little something to fill in 

time, good sir' - and knocked him flat with his fist. 

Meanwhile his wife, Ann, who had more tranquil 

tastes, lived at Bristol. So he now married a Dutch 

widow, conducting the ceremony himself. After his 

scandalous life he was to die in 1825, aged 60 at St. 

Eustatius, in the West Indies, still serving in absence 

as Rector of Charmouth. 

John Audain-Infamous Rector 
1783-1825 

The 1823 Poor Rates show Reverend John Audain with John Taunton Sequestrating  

Roseau in Dominica In the West Indies at the time of Audain 
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 thatched, weather boarded, 2 windows to side, a 

common fireplace, brick chimney, to be whitewashed 

inside and tarred outsideò.  

After their time here the Glovers moved back to 

Bristol and he was a Curate at Bedminster, but died in 

1838 aged just 54. His wife died in 1847. The 

watercolours below are by Diana Sperling who stayed 

T he Reverend William Lowder Glover was Rector for 6 years from 1826. We have him to thank for 

the Rectory which was built in 1828 on an adjoining 

field. The drive was through the Churchyard and tomb 

stones were removed and placed against the west 

wall of the churchyard. This would have been Glebe 

land as  were the tennis courts. Roberts wrote in his 

ñHistory of Lyme Regis and Charmouthò in 1834 that 

ña new Rectory House of good dimensions has been 

lately erectedò. A century later, Mr Mills, a local builder 

found chalked on a beam in the roof - ñW. Burges, 

Clifton, Bristol 1827ò, no doubt the builder of the 

property. Pigots Directory show him as a mason which 

would confirm this theory. The Poor Rates record that 

it was his Curate. Thomas Snow who was living there 

during the short time he held that position. Snow in the 

same rates is renting a neighbouring field from Isaac 

Cooke, the Church's patron. All three had their roots in 

Bristol and must have been good friends. 

Glover was born in Bewdley, Worcs. in 1784. He 

went on to St. Edmunds Hall and Queens College, 

Cambridge where he received his B.A. in 1809 and 

M.A. in 1812. He married Rebecca Cooke of Clifton, 

Bristol in 1814, who was the niece of Issac Cooke. He 

was appointed Vicar of St. Pauls, Bedminster, near 

Bristol in 1821.  

It was during his incumbency that there was a 

Cholera Outbreak in the village in August 1832 and a 

number of villagers died and were buried under a 

mound in the Church yard. The Parish Records show 

that it was proposed by Mr Wilson and seconded by 

Rev. B. Jeanes that a ñtemporary building be erected 

on the Glebe or on the spot granted by Rev. Mr. Snow, 

on behalf of Rev. Mr Glover for the interment of 

Cholera patients. That the building be if wood,10 feet 

by 12 feet, 2 feet from the ground 8 feet high. To be 

at the Rectory and painted from it a view of the old 

church and another out to sea. 

William L. Glover-Rector 
1826-1833 

1829 Poor Rates showing Reverend Glover as owning and Rev. 

Snow renting the Rectory and Glebe.  

The Church from the Rectory Window in 1828 by D. Sperling  

The Sea from the Rectory Window in 1828 by D. Sperling  
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Beech House ï Isaac Cooke rebuilt in 1831 

1-3 Hillside ï Joseph Wilson built in 1827 

The Rectory ï William Glover - 1827 

The Plot of land on which 1-3 Hillside was built 

on originally had 3 tenements facing on to the 

Street. These were rented by William Newbery 

Edwards (Butcher) from Brian Coombe. In 

1827.Joseph Wilson purchased them from 

Brian Coombeôs trustees and built the three 

fine Regency Houses we see today. The 

Architect for these was Jeffrey Wyatville,who 

remodelled Windsor Castle.  

William Edwards (Butcher) also owned Beech 

House and the Coach and Horses through 

inheritance. The Poor Rates show that in 

1829/30 he sold this property to Isaac Cooke, 

An Attorney from Clifton in Bristol. William 

appears in the Parish records as a widower in 

1830 and marries Sophia, also a widow from 

the village and moves from it. He also sells 

the Coach & Horses. 

The Rectory was built in a field that was 

originally rented from the Church by William 

Newbery Edwards, the Butcher. But in 1827 

the incoming Rector William Glover had the 

present building constructed on the site.  In 

the Roof Timbers was found the name of the 

MasonðWilliam Burge of Clifton, Bristol and 

the year he was there to build the pretty 

house. 

I saac Cooke was Patron of Charmouth Church from 1826 until 1839, during the occupancy of Glover and 

Hales as Rectors. He lived in Clifton and was a 

Solicitor and at one time Mayor of Bristol. This was 

also where the Reverends Thomas Snow and William 

Glover originated from, as well as several other 

inhabitants. He bought Beech House from William 

Edwards and may well have rebuilt it at the same time 

as the Rectory as they are very similar as shown by 

the doorway illustrated here. The 1831 Poor rates 

show Isaac Cooke living and owning Beech House, 

with Thomas Snow living in the new Rectory and 

renting a field from him, which was probably the piece 

of ground Sandford House, Littlecote and Carrum 

House were later to be built on by Samuel Dunn. 

Isaac Cooke was only there briefly as the 1841 Tithe 

map shows it unoccupied and soon after John 

Hodges, the butcher moves in and opens his shop in 

the adjoining Winton House. In 1835 Isaac gave Ã100 

towards the building of the new Church, the largest 

amount donated. He died in 1852 aged 81 at Windsor 

Terrace in Clifton. His son, of the same name 

continued in his business and was Mayor of Bristol in 

1857. An advert below shows their involvement with 

promoting one of the many Railway companies 

attempting to link Charmouth with Bridport &  

Lyme Regis. 

Three of Charmouthôs finest houses are shown here, all of which were built as a consequence of William Edwards selling 

his estate, prior to moving in 1830. Notice the similarity of the doorways and windows. They coincided with the popularity of 

Lyme Regis during the early 18th Century as a fashionable resort made famous by Jane Austen in Persuasion. She 

described ñCharmouth, with its high grounds and extensive sweeps of country, and still more its sweet, retired bay, backed 

by dark cliffs, where fragments of low rock among the sands make it the happiest spot for watching the flow of the tide, for 

sitting in unwearied contemplation. 

Isaac Cooke-Patron 
1826-1839 
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T homas Hodges was curate in charge of Charmouth between 1818 and 1827 when Audain, 

the Rector, went to the West Indies.  

He and his family lived in Lutrell House opposite the 

Church. There is a humorous story about his wife who 

got her brandy cheap from the smugglers then 

infecting the coast. The Excise officers lived at the 

bottom of the village. Their Chief wrote to the Rev. 

Hodges saying that he was coming down for a few 

days as he had work to do down there. Mrs Hodges 

got very anxious thinking he had heard of the brandy, 

But she knew well and trusted the excise officers 

house keeper, so she consulted her and when 

suggested the incriminating bottles should be put in a 

cupboard in the excise officers own house, as the last 

place he would suspect. This was agreed to Mrs 

Hodges brought down the bottles hidden in the vast 

muff fashionable at the timeò Thomas appears as 

Curate in 1819 in a Report on a Day school for 26 

Pupils and a Sunday School for 36 Pupils, one of 

which was supported by voluntary subscription. 

In 1831 He bought Berne Farm, near Charmouth 

with an estate called Norchard at Stanton St. Gabriel 

and settled it on the marriage of his only surviving 

child, Elizabeth on her marriage to the Rev. Thomas 

Bennett Edwards, Vicar of Saltash, Cornwall. 

Thomas was a great friend of Mary Anning and 

acted as Agent for her in selling her finds. The 

following story is told when in 1835 she gave him a 

letter detailing her recent discoveries which he 

showed to his friend Adam Sedgwick in Cambridge 

There was first 'a perfect ichthyosaurus about four feet 

and half long. and he negotiated her sales to him. He 

died in 1847, aged 64 at Charmouth and was buried in 

the Graveyard. There is an impressive marble 

memorial in the church to both him and his wife, 

Maria. 
Thomas Hodges son, Joseph died when he was 9 1/2 and a 

tablet to his memory is on the south wall of the Sanctuary. 

 In relief, a picture of a skeleton wearing a crown and hold-

ing a spear in one hand and an hour glass in the other. The 

spear is being directed towards an ill boy lying between his 

father and mother The caption beneath reads - Sacred to the 

memory of JOSEPH,/only son of the Rev T HODGES of 

Trin. Coll. Camb. A.M./and MARIA his wife./òForgive, blest 

shade! the tributary tear that mourns thy exit from a world 

like this;/Forgive the wish that would have kept thee here,/

And stayed thy progress to the realms of blissò. 

Thomas Hodges-Curate 
1818-1827 

Rev. Thomas and Maria Hodges Memorial Luttrell House, The Street, Charmouth 
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T he Reverend Thomas Snow was Curate from 1827 until 1834 whilst Reverend William Glover 

was Rector. He would have lived in the new Rectory. 

We are fortunate today in that we have a record of this 

time through 2 watercolours his cousin, Diana 

Sperling painted in 1828. Thomas Snow (1786-1867) 

the fourth son of the banker George Snow, and his 

wife Elizabeth, was born at Langton House. Blandford 

Forum, Dorset in 1786. At the age of twenty-four he 

entered Queensô College, Cambridge and became 

part of the circle associated with Charles Simeon, the 

vicar of Holy Trinity Church. In November 1814 Snow 

was appointed by Sir Thomas Baring to be the vicar of 

Micheldever and East Stratton, north of Winchester. In 

December 1815 he married Maynard Eliza Farquhar, 

a widow from East Stratton. Gradually Snow was 

drawn into the small group of Anglican discontents 

known collectively as the óWestern Schismô and in 

May 1816 he was baptised by full immersion, and 

thereby severed his ministerial connection with the 

Church of England. The Western Schism was the 

creation of a network of mostly well-connected 

Evangelicals led by members of the aristocratic 

Baring family, whose wealth and influence came 

from banking and commerce.. His views were to 

later change and he returned to the mother Church 

and became Curate at Chettle, north-east of 

Blandford Forum, in 1826. This was only brief and 

the following year he took up the same position at 

Charmouth, In December 1827 Snow preached a 

rousing address entitled: ñA Sermon preached at 

Charmouth Churchò, on the second Sunday in 

Advent, pointing out one particular in the character of 

a real Christian, wherein he differs from the mere 

formalist. By this sermon he made clear his 

Evangelical orthodoxy. The cover of the sermon 

which was published soon after is shown here.  

An interesting anecdote of his time is the following 

letter: 

ñMrs. Mary Brown, when she was staying in Lyme, 

heard of a striking new preacher at Charmouth. They 

took a fly to Charmouth and found that rumour had 

not exaggerated. Mr. Snow was the finest preacher 

they had heard. He had been a seceder but had 

returned to the church purified, a burning and shining 

light. They set off at ten every Sunday morning, 

remained for the after-noon service and returned for 

five o'clock dinner. But presently even the road to 

Charmouth was threatened. Mrs. Snow, after calling 

on them mentioned that she thought she would go 

home by the Axminster-Road because, she had 

remarked a crack in the cliff road. The next morning 

a butcher and cart fell in a chasm of forty feet.ò  

(This road between Lyme and Charmouth was 

finished in June 1825. On 14th January in the 

following year it began to subside at the west end 

twenty feet and at the eastern eight feet. It was 

quickly repaired and lasted for ninety years). 

After Thomas left Charmouth he took on the living of 

St. Dunstans, Temple Bar in 1834. He went on to 

marry Maynard Elizabeth Doyly and have six children 

and died in 1867 aged 81.  

           1830 Poor Rates List 

Mr Issac Cook - House & Garden - 9d 

Mr. Issac Cook - Reverend Snow - 4d 

Mr. Gundry - William Foss - Three Crowns  
Thomas Snow is shown renting Beech House from 

Isaac Cooke, from Clifton, Bristol. 

Rev. Thomas Snow-Curate 
1822-1826 

1841 Tithe Map showing the Rectory where he stayed behind the 
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T he Reverend John Dixon Hales was Rector from 1833 until 1839, when he resigned the Living. It 

was during this time that the church was rebuilt. For 

as the population of the village expanded, more 

seating was required and a Gallery was built to 

accommodate them. When this still was not enough 

by 1835, it was proposed to enlarge the building with 

an aisle on the northern side. Mr. Charles Wallis of 

Dorchester, an architect was instructed to carry out a 

survey of the ancient structure and reported that ñhe 

had never seen so dilapidated or unsafe a building 

and that it was necessary to build a new churchò. The 

whole village worked with enormous energy to raise 

the money. The numbers of residents, who 

subscribed, was 334 which came to Ã1221.The 

number of friends outside the parish was 375 whose 

donations came to Ã1130 making a total of Ã2351. 

The final cost came to Ã3098, the balance coming 

from grants and sale of material from the demolition. 

During the year it was built the Diocese boundaries 

were altered from Bristol and the Church came under 

Salisbury Cathedral once more. At the same time it 

was renamed St. Andrews instead of St. Matthews, 

probably as he is the patron saint of fishermen, with its 

links to the sea. 

The Church has one memorial to the Rev. Hales in 

the shape of a marble plaque which records the 

deaths of two of his Grandchildren in the first world 

war. It also records that he went on to be Canon of 

Rochester Cathedral. 

Whilst he was here he bought Pear Close in 1837 

which had previously been owned by Rev. Brian 

Combe and was sold by his nieces. This field was at 

the centre of the village on the corner of The Street 

and Lower Sea Lane. It has since been developed into 

a parade of shops and housing. He was also to buy a 

building that had formerly been The New Inn opposite 

with a close of land, where the playing fields are 

today. Another purchase was a field in Lower Sea 

Lane known as The Potato Plot on which was built a 

house by the Hunters. The properties were all to stay 

in the family and on Johnôs death in 1879, his two 

sons John and Arthur were left them. Arthur Hales 

died in 1904 and left his share to his wife Maria 

Frances Hales. They were subsequently bought by 

Harry Pryer, the stonemason. 

In 1834 John Hales sold a Paten given to the Church 

in 1717 by Anthony Elledson, Patron of the Church at 

Dorchester. With the proceeds he purchased a new 

cup, which outraged the community. While he was 

rector the church was required to be rebuilt. Some 

said it was a judgement for having sold the cup given 

by the benefactor of the 

church. It is ironic that 

the widow of his 

grandson Major General 

Arthur Hales gave a 

Silver Chalice, Paten 

and Cruet to the church 

in 1904, probably as 

recompense. The news 

cuttings below are a 

record of his time as 

Rector and the raising of 

the money to finance the 

re-building. 

In loved memory of/ARTHUR JOHN SHIRLEY HOARE HALES 

M.C./Captain in the Wiltshire Regiment/who was killed in action 

in the battle/of the Somme 5th July 1916 /And of/CHARLES ED-

WARD HOARE HALES/2nd Lieutenant Wiltshire Regiment/who 

died of illness contracted on/active service 22nd Novr. 1917/The 

dear sons of the late/Major General ARTHUR HALES/Royal Ini-

skilling Fusiliers/and only grandsons of the late Revd./JOHN DIX-

ON HALES/Canon of Rochester Cathedral/formerly Rector of 

Charmouth/in whose incumbency this/Church was rebuilt 1836 

John Dixon Hales-Rector 
1833-1839 

New Inn, seen here on the left and Pear Close on right. 
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This magnificent photograph looking down the Street towards the George is virtually unrecognisable with its thatched covered cottages. The first building on the left was where Digory Gordge, the Parish 

Clerk lived. The building next was owned by Rev. Hales, and was where Devon Edge is today after a fire destroyed the group in 1894. Hales also owned the large field opposite which was called Pear Close 

which was later bought by the Pryers who were monumental masons and were responsible for many of the fine Grave stones and memorials we see today. The parade of shops was later built here.  
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The Brass Tablet over the Vestry door reads as follows: This 

Church was rebuilt and enlarged in the year 1836 by which means 

161 additional sittings were obtained and in consequence of a 

grant from the Incorporated Society for providing the 

enlargement building and repairing of churches, 110 of that 

number are hereby declared to be free and unappropriated for 

ever, in addition to 363 sittings formerly provided, 90 of which 

were free, making the whole 200 free sittings.Joseph Wilson, 

Churchwarden, John Dixon Hales, Minister, Charles Montague 

Higginson, Churchwarden. 

Former Church - St. Matthews 1300 - 1835 Present Church - St. Andrews built in 1836 

W e are fortunate in being able to compare the earlier church and its replacement thanks to the 

survival of a detailed model of the former and the 

original plans for the latter. It can be seen from the 

illustrations below that the earlier church took almost 

the same ground area but was lower with a higher 

tower. Among the archives of the church is a 

document, dated 26th December, 1835, comprising 

the Articles of an Agreement between Jesse Cornick, 

builder, of Bridport, and the Churchwardens of 

Charmouth, Joseph Wilson, and Charles Higginson, 

for building the new church. Appended is a schedule 

giving instructions to the several artisans, and 

empowering the mason, among other matters, to use 

again some of the old material. For instance, the old 

blue lias stone, if sound and good may be used [for 

rubble] in the internal parts only'; and in the flooring, 

such of the old paving as may be suitable'; also 

masonry composed of Ham Hill or Beer stone 

remaining from the old Building may be used for some 

of the purposes as will be decided. The porch of the 

tower are made of Beer stone as are the piers and 

Comparison of Churches 
Old & New 

This photograph c.1890 shows the early interior with the original 

stained glass window and the lost ñRobinsò memorial on the left. 

The stone above the doorway to the 

Belfry which records the event 

arches inside the Church. Carved stone heads from 

the earlier structure can be seen by the entrance and 

on the tower.  
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C harmouth was very fortunate to have as the architect for their new Church, the famous 

Charles Fowler, renowned for the Covent Garden 

Market in London, which is so popular today. The fact 

that his mother and Aunt both lived in the village at 

Little Hurst must have been a favourable factor to his 

choice by the Trustees of the Church in 1835. 

He originated from Collompton in Devon, and was to 

carry out a number of commissions in that county, 

including the River Dart bridge at Totnes, the market 

at Tavistock and the Lower Market at Exeter. He was 

also responsible for considerable additions and 

alterations to Powderham Castle for the Courteney 

family. He later set up his practise in London. It is an 

interesting fact that Sir John Hawkshaw, the famous 

Railway engineer started his first 5 years training in his 

Office. The same gentleman was to purchase much of 

both Charmouth and Lyme Regis in an attempt in the 

year 1864 to connect Bridport and Lyme via a Railway 

line, with a planned Station on what is now the playing 

Field, behind the shops. Due to competition from GWR 

it was abandoned. Even more interesting as a footnote 

is the fact that later he was to build Charing Cross 

Railway Station in the same year, on the site of 

Fowlerôs earlier Italianate Hungerford Market, which 

was subsequently demolished. This building had been 

designed by Fowler and opened in 1833. He designed 

many other Market buildings, the most famous, which 

is still standing is that in Covent Garden. This was 

commissioned by the Duke of Bedford in 1826 to 

house the market in the Piazza, which until then had 

been accommodated in sheds and hovels. At 

Honiton in Devon, Fowler built the church of St Paul 

(1835-8). His other ecclesiastical work included a 

chapel at Kilburn, St John The Evangelist, Hyde 

Park (1829-32). St Andrew's church at Charmouth 

(1836); and the rebuilding and enlargement of the 

church at Bickleigh, Devon (1838). All these except 

the chapel at Kilburn were in the Gothic style. At 

Syon Park, the commission for the new 

Conservatory was given to Charles Fowler, which 

still stands. 

Charles Fowler ïArchitect 
1792-1867 

Hungerford Market designed by Charles Fowler. Artists impression of Charmouth Station Covent Garden Market designed by Charles Fowler. 

Sir John Hawkshaw (1811-1891) 

Covent Garden Market today 
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C harles Fowler designed a number of Churches, many of which have similar Gothic features as we 

have at St. Andrews. Some of his buildings 

incorporated materials from earlier buildings as in 

Charmouth. Here are some photographs of some of 

his Churches, most of which are in the West Country. 

The article he wrote promoting the Church at 

Charmouth, shortly after it was completed is shown in 

full here, with an illustration by Thomas Carter Galpin.  

Charles Fowler ïArchitect 
1792-1867 

Church of St Paul, Honiton (1835-8) Honiton, (1837-8)  

St Michaels, Teffont Evias, (1824) St John The Evangelist, Hyde Park (1829) 

Church of St. Mary, Bickleigh (1838) 


