
William Every of Chard, 
Merchant Cothay, Somerset, 

buried at Chard 
Died 1587

Agnes left annuity 
of £80 a year 
No children

 

Alexander Every, citizen and clothmaker of 
London purchased manor of Wootton 

Abbott in 1583. He builds Manor House
Died 1589

John Every of Weycroft Castle.Coat 
of arms in 1604. Table Tomb at 

Whitchurch Canonicorum
1544 - 1616

Alexander  
Every of 

Whitchurch

William Every 
Of Cothay of Weycroft Castle and 

later Wootton Abbott inherits in 1590
Died 1651

Margaret, 
daughter of 

Robert Haydon

Fredeswide daughter of 
William Gervice of 

Hemioke
Table Tomb died 1665

Barbara of  Abbott 
wootton  and Glanville 

Manor died 1670

John Every of 
Abbotts wootton

died 1679

Sir Robert 
Henley of 

Grange, Hants 

Robert Henley of Glanville Wotton
Sold Estate to Joseph Lord Milton 

in 1768 

John Henley …

…

Joseph Lord Milton.
1st Earl of Dorchester buys 

Manor in 1768.
 1718 – 1798

Lady Caroline Sackville 
daughter of 1st Duke of 

Dorset
1718 - 1775

Lady Caroline Damer. She 
auctioned Estate in 1807

1752 - 1829

John Morse buys the Manor with 
600 acres  at Auction in 1807. He 

dies in 1850

Edward Swan buys 
the Manor in 1850

Alfred Gapper Pass 
buys the Manor in 1897

Sackville Family 
1553 until 1583

Abbot of Abbotsbury 
1044 until 1553

Descent of Abbotts Wootton including the Manor of Berne and Morcombelake



Abbotts Wootton was owned by the Abbott of Abbotsbury for 509 years from 1044 until 1553, when it was bought by the Sackvilles, who 

were there for 30 years. They sold it in 1583 to William Every, who built a new house, and it was to remain in his family for 186 years. In 

1769 Lord Milton bought the Abbots Wootton Estate with 4000 acres. It was his daughter, Caroline who was to sell it in 1814 to John 

Morse. When he died in 1844, Edward Swan was the new owner. In 1897 Alfred Pass purchased the Estate and, on his death, passed to 

his son, Douglas. In 1970, the Estate was split up and sold in a number of lots.

We are very fortunate that after Lord Milton’s purchase of the Estate in 1769, he commissioned John Woodward, a Surveyor from London 

to produce a thorough Survey of everything that he had bought. This has come down to us as the “Great Book” which was presented to 

Dorset Record Office by the Pass Family. It provides a marvellous illustrated record of the house and its surroundings over 250 years 

ago. Comparing it with today, one can clearly see the changes over that period. The following pages bring to light the scale of the Manor 

House and its gardens that once stood on the site. Wootton Abbas derives its name from its Wet or Woody situation. It’s latter name from 

its being part of the Lands of Abbotsbury Abbey. Kind Edward the confessor gave the lands to the Abbey and in the Domesday Book is 

surveyed under the name of Wideton. After the reformation in 1553 it was granted to Sir William Cavendish and his heirs. He in the same 

year sold it to Sir Richard Sackville and Winifred his wife, from whom it descended to his son, Lord Buckhurst, later Earl of Dorset. The 

family later sold it to Alexander Every in 1583. He had made his fortune as a Clothmaker in London. The Estate consisted of over 4,000 

acres and an ancient Grange, which still exists as Higher Abbots Wootton Farm dating back to 1500. He was to build a new house 

nearby, which existed until its demolition in 1858 and a new house was later constructed on the same site, now known as Lower Abbots 

Wootton Farmhouse.

Alexander Every’s ancestor was John Every of Chaffcombe in Somerset and had been Sergeant at Arms for Queen Elizabeth 1st. His 

fortune had been inherited by his nephews, William, Alexander and John. William had grown rich as a wool merchant in Chard and owned 

Cothay Manor nearby. John Every owned Weycroft Castle, near Axminster and had his own coat of arms created in 1604. It was the third 

brother, Alexander, who had made his fortune in London as a Clothmaker and was able to afford to buy Wootton Abbot from the 

Sackvilles in 1583. After his death in 1589, his nephew inherited the estate and also Weycroft Castle from his father. He died in 1651 and 

Wootton Abbott descended through the family to John Henry who on his death left it to his sister, Barbara who was married to Sir Robert 

Henley of Grange in Hampshire. She was to die in 1670 and left it to her son John Henley. In due course it was inherited with the Manor 

of Glanville Wooton by Robert Henley. historic Estate was bought by the extremely wealthy Joseph, Lord Milton in 1768. This gentleman 

who lived at Milton Abbey had the estate minutely surveyed by John Woodward soon after. This volume known as the Great Book has 

survived and is now in the Dorset Record Office and provides a mass of information regarding all the properties on the 4000 acre estate. 

In 1811 and Auction was held and all the lost were sold including the Manor of Berne and its neighbour, Morcombelake. There was still 

144 acres centred on the Ship tavern and farm that went with the Title. It was bought by Thomas Moor Horsford. Of Lincoln’s Inn, a 

Barrister. The original Grange for Abbotsbury Abbey, dating back to the 15th century, still stands in a remarkable state of preservation and 

is known as Higher Abbotts Farm. The later house built by the Every family was demolished c.1900 and was replaced with a similar 

building almost on the same spot, but facing in a different direction, known as Lower Abbotts Farm. The Every coat of arms can still be 

seen above the entrance doorway.

An Introduction to Abbotts Wootton Manor. 



Abbotsbury Abbey



Abbotts Wootton Grange



Abbotts Wootton Grange and Manor House in 1768



The Every family

These almshouses were built in the late 16th century. In 

his will dated 25th December 1588, Alexander Every left 

£100 for the building of 7 almshouses in Broadway, near 

Chard They were to house 7 poor men. In 1853 the 

property passed to Chard District Council. It was bought 

back by the Trustees in 1958.





Descent of the Manor of Berne and Morcombelake



John Speed`s Map of West Dorset in 1610 



The Great Book of the Abbotts Wootton Estate in 1769 (D-WFP/1)



Abbotts Wootton Estate in 1769 and 1901

1769 1888 1901 2024



Abbotts Wootton Estate in 1888 and 2024



1769 1886 1901 2024 2024

1769 1886

Abbotts Wootton Estate in 1769 and 1886



Abbotts Wootton Estate in 1769



Abbotts Wootton Estate in 2024

Abbotts Wootton
 Manor House



Abbotts Wootton Estate in 1769 and 2024



An extract from “West Dorset Country Houses” by Michael Hill



Hutchins History of Dorset (1863 Edition) The history of Wootton Abbas

6 Edw. VI. (1553) this manor was granted to Sir William Cavendish 

and his heirs ; who, the same year, had license to alienate to Richard 

Sackville, knt. and Winifred his wife, and their heirs, from whom it 

descended to his son Thomas Lord Buckhurst, afterwards Earl of 

Dorset. 25 Eliz. (1583) licence was granted to Winifred, Marchioness 

of Winchester (widow of Sir Richard Sackville), and Sir Thomas 

Sackville, Lord Buckhurst, and Robert Sackville, esq. to sell to 

William Every the manor of Woddeton, alias Wotton Abbots, alias 

Abbots Wotton, with the appurtenances in Woddeton, alias Wotton 

Abbots, alias Abbots Wotton, Hawkchurch, Whitchurch, 

Symondesborowe, and Wotton Fitzpayne, with the appurtenances, in 

the county of Dorset, held of the queen in capite, with the ancient 

mansion house, and great estates belonging to the manor. 31 

Eliz.(1589) Alexander Every had licence to alienate it to William 

Every; and, 32 Eliz.(1590) Thomas, brother and heir of Alexander 

Every, held this manor, value £44.

Alexander Every to William, son of John Every brother of 

Alexander and his heirs ; remainder to the right heirs of Alexander. 

John Every, esq. dying without issue 1679, it came to Barbara his 

sister, second wife of Sir Robert Henley of the Grange, co. Hants; 

whence it came to her eldest son John, who left three sons, Robert, 

Peter, and Phocion, rector of St. Andrew's Wardrobe, London, but 

gave his estate to his second brother Robert of Glanvilles Wotton, 

whose heirs sold it to Joseph Lord Milton, afterwards created Earl 

of Dorchester. After the death of Lady Caroline Damer, this manor 

was sold to the Morse family, of whom it was purchased by Edward 

Swan, esq. (being sold under directions of the Court of Chancery for 

Morse's trustees), whose representatives are the present possessors.



Hutchins History of Dorset (1863 Edition) The history of Wootton Abbas



Here lyeth the body of  Fredeswide EVERY, late wife of 

John Every the elder of Wootton Abbotts, gentleman, late 

deceased, who after her long sickness, much patience, and 

constant perseverance in the faith of Christ, ended her 

mortal life, and was buried the XXXI of December, 1625.

Below, in a lozenge, is a lion rampant.. Here lieth the body 

of JOHN HENLEY of Colmer, esq., who deceased the 19th 

day of Feb. in the 46th year of his age, 1682.

Here lyeth the body of JOHN EVERY, junior, gent., who 

died the 10th day of January, Anno D'ni 1622. 

Here lyeth the body of JOHN EYERY of Wooton Abbotts, in 

the county of Dorset, gentleman, who, after having lived 72 

years, yielded up the ghost, and was buried the 17th of 

February, Anno Domni 1616.

Here lieth the body of CATHERINE HENLEY, who 

departed this life the 14th of March, 1632, aged 52. years

Every Tombs in St. Mary`s Church. Whitchurch Canonicorum

John Every of Weycroft Manor.
Coat of arms in 1604. Table Tomb at 

Whitchurch Canonicorum
1544 - 1616

Fredeswide daughter of 
William Gervice of 

Hemioke
Table Tomb died 1625

John  Every of Whitchurch
Died 1622



Barbara, daughter of John Every, baptised 9 Feb 1616

John Every and Barbara Bennet married 10th January 1615 

John Every burial  11th January 1622

John Every burial 17 Feb 1615

Alexander Every burial 7th May 1633

Frediswide Every buried in 1626

Parish Records of Every Family at St. Mary`s Church. Whitchurch Canonicorum



Every and Henley Family in St. Mary`s Church yard in Wootton Glanville

To the pious memory of Dame BARBARA, relict of S Robert HENLY, 

late of ye Grange, in the county of Southampton, knt. to whom she 

brought a noble fortune, but in her own personal merit a much greater. 

For she was in all the duties of life an eminent example of true piety 

and virtue: a most humble and religious Christian, a most virtuous and 

affectionate wife, constant even to the grave, having remained 35 

years an unblemished widow, a most tender and indulgent parent, a 

physician to the sick, a mother to the poor, and nearly related to all 

Thus lived Dame Barbara Henly; and if the righteous should be had in 

remembrance, who can have a better in distress. title to it than she, 

who spent a life of 73 years in doing good ? 

Marriage of Barbara Every to Sir Robert Henley



Every and Henley Family in St. Mary`s Church yard in Wootton Glanville

WALL MONUMENT Phs John Every d.1679  CHANTRY W wall, S side 

Anne Hurding d.1670 

1 A large wall monument of painted clunch (ref. a) with a broken semi-circular pediment. At the centre of the 

pediment is an achievement of arms comprising an oval shield with a complex set of individual arms, 

including impaled arms. The details of the arms are quite crudely incised and although the colouring has 

faded significantly the arms are readily recognised. The overall achievement is completed by a closed helm, 

wreath and mantling, the mantling being significantly damaged and the crest missing altogether.  Blazon: 

Quarterly 1 and 4 (Or) four chevronels (Gules) [EVERY] (ref. b); 2 and3 (Argent) a greyhound (Sable) 

between three Cornish choughs (Proper) a border engrailed (Gules) charged with eight crosses paty and as 

many roundels (Or) alternately [WILLIAMS] (ref. c) Impaling (Or) four chevonels (Gules) [EVERY], impaling 

Per pale (Argent) and (Azure) in the first three pallets (Sable) [TRENCHARD] (ref.d) Crest: On a closed 

helm Azure garnished Or a wreath Gules and Azure (crest missing)  Mantling: Fragment of mantling 

remaining coloured Gules 

It is noted that the monument is a joint one to John Every of Cothay and his mother Anne Williams, who 

married John Hurding on the death of her first husband John Every (Senior). The regard that John Every of 

Cothay held for his mother comes over clearly in the inscription A. This partially explains the use of certain 

of the livery colours and the inclusion of the three main arms in the shield together with the impaling (ref. e)

The achievement rests on a pedestal decorated with a black painted oval 'lozenge' The pediment is flanked 

on either side by kneeling figures at prayer in 17 c dress (ref. a). The man on the left is wearing a laced coat 

(ref. f) with frilled white linen shirt cuffs and jabot. He has a ful-bottomed wig and court shoes. The lady on 

the right wears a black gown and hood with weepers (ref. f). Each kneels on a cushion at a prie-dieu with an 

open book. Below is an entablature with egg and dart frieze, supported by three rectangular black painted 

pilaster strips. On either side of the central pilaster is an oval panel set in a painted carved foliate frame. 

The left hand panel contains the following biblical text:  

O DEATH/ WHERE IS THY STING O GRAVE/WHERE IS THY VICTORY. [FORJ THE / STING OF DEATH 

Is SINNE AND THE / STRENGTH OF SINNE IS THE LAW / BUT  THANKS BE TO GOD WHO GIVETH/ 

US Ỳ VICTORY THROUGH OUR LORD / JESUS CHRIST. 1 COR: CHAP. I5./ VERS: 55. 56. 57: 

The panel on the right is a memorial to Anne Hurding, see inscription A para. 9. Both texts are in gold 

painted flourished roman caps with archaic spelling. The initial letters of some words are in larger caps. In 

inscription A the word John in both instances is spelt with an ""' at the beginning (lohn). The pilasters rest on 

an entablature, with a frieze of dentils, which is supported on each side by a free standing Corinthian 

column of black marble. The columns support an entablature with a mask on the right-hand side, the one on 

the left is missing. Beneath the entablature is a plain pink marble rectangle with a winged head of a cherub 

beneath. This is at the top of a shaped surround with beaded architrave mouldings; within this is a 

rectangular foliate frame surrounding a white marble panel with an inscription to John Every (inscription B) 

incised in black roman caps with archaic spelling, with some initial letters of words in larger caps. 

Beneath the columns are console brackets, with floral decorations on the sides, flanking two black painted 

panels in frames between which is a central bracket with a winged cherub looking down. Below is a scrolled 

apron with foliate decoration. The brackets are heavily carved with egg and dart frieze. The entablature 

below the kneeling figures is worn and there is some damage to the curved surround and foliate frame to 

the inscription tablet. The paintwork is worn. Clunch, marble  Late 17th century or later  

John Every (1643-79) baptised 15h November 1643, oldest son of John Every of Symondsbury, 

Dorset by Anne daughter and heiress of George Williams of Wootton Glanville. Educated Wadham 

College, Oxford, 1661. Married Elizabeth (1642-1694).



John Every Memorial in St. Mary`s Church, Glanvilles Wootton. Dorset.

TO THE MEMORY OF 

IOHN EVERY LATE OF COTHAY IN YE COUNTY OF SOMERSET 

Esq* DECEASED HE WAS SONNE AND HEIRE OF JOHN EVERY 

LATE OF THIS PARISH Esq DECEASED AND ANNE HIS WIFE 

DECEASED DAUGHTER & HEIRE OF GEORGE WILLIAMS 

DECEASED YOUNGER SONNE OF SIR JOHN WILLIAMS LATE OF 

HERRINGSTONE IN THE COUNTY OF DORSET KNIGHT DECEASED 

HE MARRYED ELIZABETH SECOND DAUGHTER OF THOMAS 

TRENCHARD LATE OF WOOLLRETON IN ỸE SAID COUNTY OF 

DORSET Esq. DECEASED AND DIED WITHOUT ISSUE THE 8TH 

DAY OF JULY 1679 AND HAVING ONLY TWO SISTERS (TO WIT) 

ANNE THE WIFE OF IOHN LEIGH OF NORTHCOURTE IN THE ISLE 

OF WIGHT AND COUNTY OF SOUTHTON. ESQ HIS ELDEST SISTER 

AND DAME BARBARA HENLEY THE WIFE OF SIR ROBERT 

HENLEY OF THE GRANGE IN THE SAID COUNTY OF SOUTHTON 

KNIGHT. HIS YOUNGER SISTER SETLED THE PATERNALL 

ESTATE LYEING IN THE SEVERALL COUNTYES OF SOMERSET 

DORSET & DEVON ON THE ELDEST SONNES & HEIRES OF THE 

SAID ANNE AND DAME BARBARA HIS SAID SISTERS.



TO THE BLESSED

MEMORY OF ANNE HURDING

DECEASED Ỳ LATE WIFE OF IOHN 

HURDING OF LONGBREDY IN Ỹ COUNTY

OF DORSET ESQ* MOTHER OF Ý SAID IOHN 

EVERY DECEASED WHOM HE HONOURED

LIVING AND IN PURSUANCE OF HIS

WILL THIS HER STATUE AND

MONUMENT IS ERECTED

Memorial to John Every`s mother, Ann  in St. Mary`s Church, Glanvilles Wootton.

On the left hand, in a similar 

compartment: To the blessed memory of 

ANNE HURDING, deceased, late wife of 

John Hurding of Longbredy, in ye county 

of Dorset, esq. mother of ye said John 

Every, deceased, whom he hunoured 

living, and in pursuance of her will this her 

statue and monument is erected. In In the 

south aisle, at the upper end on the north 

side, is a small mural monument of 

freestone; on the top of which, on one 

side, is the coat of Wlliams, on the other 

side Every, in lozenges; between both, on 

a central shield, Every impaling Williams. 

Crest : An unicorn's head argent on a 

Wreath. 











John Every Memorial in St. Mary`s Church in Wootton Glanville

John married Elizabeth daughter of Thomas Trenchard (1615-1657) of Wolverton, Dorset on 10" 

September 1666 at Lychett Matravers, Dorset. He succeeded his father in 1658 and his cousin William 

Every of Cothays in about 1660. He was commissioner for assessment for Dorset from 1664 to 1669 

and Somerset 1679 and was made a freeman of Lyme Regis in 1666. From 1676 to 1677 he was Sheriff 

of Dorset and Sheriff of Somerset from 1678 until he died. He seems to have been an ardent sportsman, 

generous in his bequest to his 'quondam huntsman' and himself receiving perhaps the highest 

compliment one country gentlemen can pay another when John Strangways left him his pack of hounds.

Every was described as 'a very loyal man', he displayed proper horror when his radical brother-in-law, 

John Trenchard declared that a Trenchard had as much right to the throne as any Stuart. Every warned 

him: Brother, have a care of speaking treason, for if you do I will be sure to inform against you'. On the 

other hand his step-brother John Hurding opposed the court candidate at Bridport on 1 Feb. 1677. As 

sheriff, Every was responsible for more than his share of contested by-elections, and his handling of the 

struggle between Thomas Browne and Sir Nathaniel Napier and his methodical endorsements of the 

Bridport writs are creditable to his judgment and commonsense, whatever the legal pundits may have 

thought.

Every joined the Green Ribbon Club, and when he was himself returned for Bridport at the general 

election. The 1$ Earl of Shaftesbury marked him honest'. He fulfilled expectations by voting for the first 

Exclusion Bill, but sat on no committees in the first Exclusion Parliament and made no speeches. Every 

died soon after the end of the session on 8 July 1679 and was buried at Glanvilles Wootton. His property 

was partitioned between John Leigh and Sir Robert Henley, the latter taking the Dorset property. His 

widow married William Joliffe on 23rd November 1686 at Cripplegate, London, who sat for Poole from 

1698 to 1705. (ref. g) Anne Hurding's first husband was John Every Senior. They married on 27h June 

1641 at Glanvilles Wootton.



To the pious memory of Dame BARBARA, relict of S Robert HENLY, late 

of ye Grange, in the county of Southampton, knt. to whom she brought a 

noble fortune, but in her own personal merit a much greater. For she was 

in all the duties of life an eminent example of true piety and virtue: a 

most humble and religious Christian, a most virtuous and affectionate 

wife, constant even to the grave, having remained 35 years an 

unblemished widow, a most tender and indulgent parent, a physician to 

the sick, a mother to the poor, and nearly related to all Thus lived Dame 

Barbara Henly; and if the righteous should be had in remembrance, who 

can have a better in distress. title to it than she, who spent a life of 73 

years in doing good ? 

Memorial to  Dame  Barbara Henley, who died in 1727, aged 73,  in St. Mary`s Church, Glanvilles Wootton.



TOWER, S wall, E end 

A rectangular black painted wall tablet set within a 

Corinthian architectural surround (ref. a) which is made 

of clunch. The matrimonial arms of Mr John Every and 

Miss Anne Williams stand centrally above, between, on 

the left the Every arms in a lozenge representing an 

unknown female member of the Every family, and on the 

right the Williams arms representing an unknown female 

member of the Williams family. The details were 

probably lost in the repositioning of the memorial in the 

1876 restoration. So, whilst this monument is formally 

dedicated to George Williams, it is noted that the 

achievements of arms have been interchanged with 

those  belonging to wall tablet 007. (ref. b)  The tinctures 

of the matrimonial arms look quite bright considering 

their age and have probably gone through more than 

one restoration. (ref. b) 

Blazon:  Or four chevronels Gules, (here within a 

bordure to balance the bordure of the impaled Williams 

arms) [EVERY] (ref. c), impaling, Argent a greyhound 

courant Sable between three Cornish choughs Sable 

beaked and legged Gules all within a bordure engrailed 

Gules charged with eight  crosses paty alternating with 

eight roundels all Or [WILLIAMS] (ref. d) 

Crest: On a closed helm with a wreath Sable and 

Argent, a unicorn’s  head Proper [EVERY) (ref. e) 

Mantling: Argent and Gules tasselled Or. (ref. b) 

Lozenge - right-hand side 

Blazon:  Argent a greyhound courant Sable between 

three Cornish choughs Sable beaked and legged Gules 

all within a bordure engrailed Gules charged with eight 

crosses paty alternating with eight roundels all Or 

[WILLIAMS] (ref. b) Lozenge - left-hand side Blazon: 

(There are only three chevronels as the lower chevronel 

is missing due to damage)  Or three chevronels Gules, 

within a bordure Sable (EVERY] (ref. c) 

Memorial to the marriage of John Every and Anne Williams in St. Mary`s Church, Glanvilles Wootton.



John Every 1643 - 1679 – M.P. for Bridport (1679)

EVERY, John (1643-79), of Wootton Glanville, Dorset and Cothays, Som. 

Anne Williams, daughter and heir of 
George Williams of Wootton 

Glanville 

(1) John Every of 
Symondsbury

John Every
Property left to John Leigh and Sir Robert 

Henley. Buried at Wootton Glanville
 1643 – 1679 

Elizabeth Trenchard, daughter 
of Thomas Trenchard of 

Wolverton, Dorset
Married 1666. Childless

(2) 
William 
Joliffe

Memorials in Wootton Glanville Church , near Sherborne

https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1660-1690/member/every-john-1643-79


Robert Henley –1708 – 1772 – M.P. for Bath (1747 -1757)

Robert Henley 1682 - 1758 – M.P. for Lyme Regis (1748 -1754)

John Henley 1677 – 1732 – M.P. for Lyme Regis (1715 -1722)

Sir Robert Henley –1655 – 1681 – M.P. for Bridport  - 1679



Houses associated with the Every family

Weycroft Manor, near Axminster

Abbots Wootton Manor Glanville Wootton Manor, near Sherborne

CothayManor, near Wellington, Soms  

Abbots Wootton Manor, near Whitchurch



The Every Manor House 

Abbots Wootton ManorAbbots Wootton Manor, near Whitchurch

Every Coat of Arms from earlier Manor 
House above present doorway



THE ESTATES late of Robert Henley, Esq. 
Deceased, in the County of Dorset, consisting  of the valuable and 

extensive Manors of Abbots Wooton, Berne and Morecambelake in the 

said County of Dorset, extending over the greater part of the Parish of 

Whitchurch Canonicorum,, and Paramount over the whole of Parishes 

of Hawkchurch and Gabriels, in the same County. The royalty extends 

near seven Miles in Length and four in Breadth and abounds with the 

greatest Henty of Game and Fish. 

The capital Mansion House, Gardens, &c. of Abbots Wootton, and 

likewise of very large and valuable Freehold Estates, in the Pạrishes of 

Whitchurch, Hawkhurst, Marshwood, Gabriels, Symondsbury, Stoke, 

Atrim, Hermitage and Folke, in, the same County. 

The yearly Rents of such Part of the Freehold Estates as are now let to 

Tenants at Will, amount to about £1,200 per ann. but will bear very 

considerable Improvements. 

The present Rents received upon such Part of the Freehold Estates as 

are out upon Leases for Lives, amount to upwards of £1,000 per annum 

and upon the Expiration of the Leases are likewise capable of very 

great improvement. 

The Timber on the Estate are of very considerable Value.

Published on the 28th March 1768.

The Sale of  Abbotts Wootton Estate by the Trustees of Robert Henley in 1768 



Joseph Damer mourning his wife, 1752.

Joseph Damer,  Lord Milton (1718 – 1798) of Abbotts Wootton

1Earl of Dorchester. He was a wealthy landowner 

particularly associated with the reshaping of Milton Abbey 

and the creation of the village of Milton Abbas in Dorset. 

Born into a wealthy family, he was educated at Trinity 

College, Cambridge, and became Member of Parliament 

(MP) for Weymouth in 1741 at the age of 21. He later 

represented Bramber in Sussex (1747) and Dorchester 

(1754). He was created Baron Milton of Shrone Hill, 

Tipperary, Ireland on 30 May 1753 and Baron Milton of 

Milton Abbey on 10 May 1762. He married Lady Caroline 

Sackville, daughter of the 1st Duke of Dorset on 27 July 

1742. Ten years later, he purchased Milton Abbey and 

embarked on an ambitious project to reshape the 

surrounding valley. He replaced some existing buildings 

at the Abbey with a mansion house, which was designed 

initially by architect John Vardy, then by Sir William 

Chambers, and completed by James Wyatt for his own 

use. Landscape gardener Capability Brown was 

commissioned to remodel the surrounding grounds. His 
income was variously estimated at between 
£15,000 and £30,000 a year. Damer's wife Lady 

Caroline died on 24 March 1775 at the age of 57, and he 

commissioned the Italian sculptor Agostino Carlini to 

create a magnificent tomb to her memory in the Abbey 

Church at Milton Abbey. After Damer's death in 1798, at 

the age of 80, the estate passed to his son, George, and 

then to Damer's daughter Caroline. When she died in 

1828.

Milton Abbey Milton Abbas



1787 1793 1799 1802

1810

1824 1827 1798

Land Tax showing owners and tenants for Abbotts Wootton Manor from 1787 until 1832

1812 1815 1816

1832

The Land Tax returns come under Wootton Abbas and show the owners and tenants for each property in the village. From 1787 
until 1798 Lord Milton is the owner. 1798 until 1812 it is his daughrt, Lady Caroline Damer. 1814. John Morse is the owner until 
1832.



Auction of Abbotts Wootton including the Manor of Berne and Morcombelake in 1807



Sacred to the memory of 
John Morse, Esq.
Late of Abbotts Wootton, in the
County of Dorset, and of
Kessingland in the County of Suffolk,
and formerly of Sprowston Hall
and Bagthorpe in this county;
in 1807 he was High Sheriff
of the County of Norfolk,
and for many years a Deputy Lieutenant
and Magistrate of the same county.
He departed this life
at Ingonville near Havre in France
on the 28th. day of February A.D. 1844,
in the 68th. year of his age.
His mortal remains lie interred
in a vault at the East end of this church.
This monument is erected to his memory
by his only son and daughter.

John Morse`s Ownership of  the title of Lord of the Manor of Berne from 1809 until 1844
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