
Frederick Hodges (1896 – 1968)
It came as quite a shock to find that my Great Great Great Grandfather on my mother’s side had been a 

Convict in Australia in the 19th century. Although when I looked further into his background I was astonished 

when I found the Documents relating to the Court Case that he had received a 7 year sentence for just 

stealing a Goose from a local farm. His accomplice in the act was his friend Joseph Atkins, who received 14 

years Transportation. He later appealed against it in January the following year, but without success and after 

confinement on a Prison Hulk at Chatham was taken with 270 other convicts to New South Wales in Australia 

to compete his sentence. He was finally released on the 1st December 1843. He never returned to his family 

in Worcester in England. The 1841 Census shows his wife, who no doubt washed her hands of him, 

described as a “Widow” bringing up their four children. It is Thomas the youngest, who was born on the 1st 

January, 1837, whilst his father was on his way to serve his prison sentence in Australia, whom I am 

descended from. He was the youngest of four children born to Thomas and Sarah before his departure from 

these shores.

Thomas Hodges senior was born in 1803 in the village of Hallow, near Worcester. Unfortunately, I have not at 

the moment been able to go back any further with both him and his family, apart from a brother – William who 

was born in 1806 and whose family lived in the same village. Thomas  married Sarah Huntley in 1825, whom  

I know more about thanks to the 1841 Census, which shows her living in Crows Nest Lane, Lower 

Broadheath, near Worcester. This did not mean much to me until I found that it was also the birthplace of the 

great English Composer, Sir Edward Elgar in 1857. It seems that in  the 1850s the name was changed to the 

more important sounding - Crown East Lane, which still exists. She may well have known him as he would 

have been a close neighbour and whose house is now owned by the National Trust and opened to the public.

The 1840 Tithe Map for Broadheath clearly shows her renting a cottage (no. 142) from George Vernon who 

also owned the neighbouring cottage which was rented by Henry Bond, who appears just below her on the 

Census list. She was to live here and bring up her family on her own until her death in 1871, aged 65.

It is his son Thomas, who married Sarah in 1863 and they go in to have six children. Their daughter, Sarah 

who is to be the mother of my Grandfather, Frederick who is born to her in 1896 and bought up by her 

parents. Fortunately, their neighbour’s son John Wanklyn is to marry her in 1904 and adopt Frederick. They 

go on to have their own child, Elsie, who is born in 1906. The two children are close to one another and there 

is a record of her staying with her step brothers family in 1964 at 49 Trelawn Road in Brixton. Four years later 

she marries Ernest Eastwood and died in 1999, aged 93. 





Thomas Hodges born in 1803 in Hallow

Thomas Hodges, a shoemaker, residing at Broadheath, was this morning remanded to the County Gaol to undergo an 

examination on Tuesday next, on the charge of stealing a goose, the property of Browning, Wichenford, on Wednesday last. 

Saturday 10 September 1836. Thomas Hodges was convicted at Worcester Quarter Sessions and sentenced to 7 years. 

Joseph Atkins, the well-known informer, of Henwick Hill, and young man 
named Thomas Hodges, a shoemaker, residing at Broadheath, were this 
morning remanded at the County Gaol to undergo an examination Tuesday next, 
on the charge of stealing a goose, the property of Browning, Wichenford, 
on Wednesday last.
10 September 1836 - Worcester Herald - Worcester, Worcestershire, England

Atkins, Joseph, aged 42, labourer, and Hodges, Thomas, aged 31, cordwainer, were 
next arraigned and found guilty on the clearest of evidence of stealing, on the 8th 
September last, at Wichenford, a goose, the property of Richard Browning, farmed, 
(the particulars of which gave in our Petty Sessions report at the time of the 
commitment). Atkins is well known in this city and neighbourhood, and almost every 
town in the county, each of which he has been in the habit of alternately visiting in the 
exercise of his avocation as a notorious common informer. He made no defence nor 
called any witness to character. But on his fellow prisoner( Hodges) calling Thomas 
Colley to give him a character, he(Atkins) asked him if he had not once during his 
constableship a warrant to search his house, upon a suspicion of felony, of Sarah 
Maria Walker, the principal witness against him, who swore that she saw Atkins 
catch the Goose and cut its head off. Colley replies that he remembered having a 
search warrant under the circumstances named by the prisoner Atkins, but it was not 
against any person of the name of Walker. Atkins replies that it was the same person, 
but that she had since changed her name by marriage, and that her evidence ought 
not to be relied on as the principal witness against him, and complained that his 
Counsel had been guilty of a great omission by not impressing the circumstances upon 
the minds of the Jury. A certificate was put in and proved by Tilt, one of the Beadles, 
that Atkins had been convicted at the City Sessions, on the 2nd of July, 1832, of 
stealing a piece of beef from the shop of Mr. Payne, a butcher, Bridge Street, and 
adjudged to 12 months imprisonment for that offence. The chairman, after making 
some suitable remarks on Atkins former conviction, sentenced him to 14 years and 
Hodges to 7 years transportation.



The Conviction of Thomas Hodges for Stealing a Goose in 1836



The Record of Thomas Hodges  on the 
“Fortitude”  Prison Hulk at Chatham in 1836. 
He left with 280 other convicts on “The Asia II” 
on the 20th July 1837 and arrived in New South 
Wales, Australia on the 1st January 1837.

The “Fortitude” Hulk at Chatham.

The Imprisonment of Thomas Hodges on the Fortitude Hulk in 1836



The Certificate of Freedom from Prison in New South Wales, 
Australia on 1st December 1843, after serving his 7 year sentence.
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The 1840 Tithe Map clearly shows 

Thomas Hodge`s  wife, Sarah 

renting a cottage from George 

Vernon on Crows Nest Lane (later 

changed to Crown East Lane) in the 

village of Lower Broadheath. Her 

neighbour, Henry Bond, who 

appears next on the list of occupiers 

on the 1841 Census, also rents from 

Vernon. She is described as a 

Seamstress, aged 42 with her four 

children - Ann, Joseph, Richard and 

Thomas.

The House almost opposite is 

famous today as the Birthplace of 
Edward Elgar in 1857
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Elgar`s Birthplace

Sarah Hodge`s Cottage
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Aerial View Today

Lower Broadheath. St. John
in Bedwardine. Worcester



In 1851 Sarah Hodges (Widow), aged 42 is living in the same 
property, but now described in Crows Nest Lane (later Crown 
West Lane) with Thomas Hodges, aged 14 – A  Gardener.  

In 1841 Sarah Hodges is shown as living at Broadheath in the 
Parish of St. Johns in Worcester. She is described as a 
Seamstress aged 30. She has four children – Ann Aged 12, 
Joseph aged 9, Richard aged 6 and Thomas aged 4. 

In 1861 Sarah Hodges, Widow, a Seamstress (aged 54) is living 
with two of her sons (aged 26) and Thomas (Aged 24). Her 
nephew Samuel Hodges (aged 30) is living next door with his 
wife, Ann (aged 31) and their two sons – William and Frederick. 

In 1871 Sarah has moved into the cottage her nephew, Samuel 
formerly rented and her son Thomas is now in her former house 
with his wife and family.  

Edward Elgar`s Birthplace which stands almost opposite where Sarah
Hodges lived in Crow Nest Lane, Broadheath from 1840 until her death in 1871.

Sarah Hodges  1806-1871



Samuel Hodges 1830-1922

In 1851 Samuel Hodges, aged 20 – A Bricklayer, born in 
Broadheath,Hallow in Worcestershire is living with his sister, 
Jane, aged 17 from the same village.

In 1841 Samuel Hodges, aged 10 , born in Hallow in 
Worcestershire is living with his sister, Jane, aged 7 , and his 
parents William, aged 35 and mother, sarah, aged 30 from the 
same village. William is the brother of Thomas Hodges

In 1881 Samuel Hodges, aged 49 – A Bricklayer, born in 
Broadheath,Hallow in Worcestershire is living with his wife 
Ann, aged 51 from St. Johns, Worcester.

In 1861 Samuel Hodges, aged 30 – A Bricklayer, born in 
Broadheath,Hallow in Worcestershire is living with his wife, 
Ann, aged 31 ans sons – William, aged 4 and Frederick, aged 1. 
His Aunt, Sarah Hodges is living next door with her family.

In 1871 Samuel Hodges, aged 38 – A Bricklayer, born in 
Broadheath,Hallow in Worcestershire is living with his wife, 
Ann, aged 40 and children – William, aged 14 and Frederick, 
aged 12, Esther, aged 8 and Clare Ann, aged 5. 

In 1911 Samuel Hodges, aged 80 – A Retired Bricklayer, born in 
Broadheath,Hallow in Worcestershire is living with his wife 
Ann, aged 82 and daughter, Esther Gethin, aged 48 (Widow) at 
10 Happy Land West, St. Johns, Worcester.

Samuel Hodges Will for 1918, living at 11 Saunders Street, 
Barbourne, Worcester.  This House is where his sister in Law, 
Sarah Hodges is lving in 1911. He leaves his Estate to his son, 
William Thomas and daughter, Ester Sarah Getting, Widow.



Places where the Hodges lived in Worcester

Sarah Hodges House
Crows Nest Lane, 

Broadheath

4 Union Place

38 Northwick Road

Cathedral
10 Happy Land West

11 Saunders Street



Thomas Hodges 1837-1911

In 1871 Thomas Hodges (aged 34) and 
Sarah Hodges (aged 39) are living at 
Broadheath, Bedwardine St. John in 
Worcester. Their children are:  (George, 
(aged 6), Lucy, (aged 4), Fanny (Aged 3) 
and Thomas (aged 1) are living with them.

In 1861 Thomas Hodges (aged 24) is living 
at Broadheath, Bedwardine St. John in 
Worcester with his mother, Sarah Hodges, 
Widow, a Seamstress (aged 54) and brother 
Richard (aged 26). Samuel Hodges (aged 
30) is living next door with his wife, Ann 
(aged 31).

In 1851 Thomas Hodges (aged 14) a 
Gardener is living at 10 Herrons? West 
Lane, Broadheath, Bedwardine St. John in 
Worcester with his mother, Sarah Hodges, 
Widow, a Seamstress (aged 42) and

In 1841 Thomas Hodges (aged 4) a 
Gardener is living at Broadheath, 
Bedwardine St. John in Worcester with his 
mother, Sarah Hodges, Widow, a 
Seamstress (aged 42) and



In 1891 Thomas Hodges, aged 54, a Gardener is living with his 
wife, Sarah aged 52 – a Laundress. Their children – William, 
aged 18 and Selina aged 13 occupy their house on the Northwick 
Road, Claines, Worcester.  

In 1881 Thomas Hodges, aged 44, a Gardener is living with his 
wife, Sarah aged 42 – a Laundress. Their children – George, 
aged 16, Lucy, aged 14,William, aged 8, Sarah aged 6 and Selina 
aged 3  are at no.38 Northwick Road, Claines, Worcester.  

In 1871 Thomas Hodges, aged 34, a Gardener is living with his 
wife, Sarah aged 39 – a Laundress. Their children – George, 
aged 6, Lucy, aged 4,Fanny aged 3 and Thomas, aged 1 are 
living at Broadheath. His mother, Sarah Hodges, aged 64, is 
living next door with his brother, Richard,aged 36 – A Groom.  

38 Northwick Road. Claines. Worcester. 

Thomas Hodges 1837-1910 



Frederick Hodges 1896 - 1968

In 1901, Frederick, aged 2 is living with his 
grandparents, Thomas (aged 64) and Sarah Hodges (62) 
at 4 Union Place in Worcester. Their children: William 
(aged 28),Selina (aged 26) and his mother  Sarah 
Hodges, aged 26 is a Laundress. 

In 1891 , Thomas (aged 54) a General Gardener and 
Sarah Hodges (aged 52) a Laundress are living at 60 
Northwick Road in Worcester. Their Children are 
:William (aged 18) and Selina (aged 16). Further along 
the road at no. 57 John Wanklyn, (aged 16) son of  John 
and Ann Wanklyn is recorded. It is this gentleman who 
is to marry Sarah Hodges.

In 1901, John Wanklyn Senior is still living in Northwick 
Road with his family. His son John is serving in 
Bermuda with the Worcester Regiment whose record 
Card is shown below.

The Military History Sheet for John Wanklyn. He joined 
the Army in November 1892 and left in September 1902.  
He was in Bermuda from October 1897 until December 
1899.

The 1911  Census shows Frederick, aged 12 is living 
with his grandmother, Sarah Hodges (Widow), aged 
72  at 11 Saunders Street in Worcester. His mother, 
Sarah, aged 36 is married to John Wanklyn, her 
former neighbour. She is shown to have married him 
in  1904, they had one daughter together, Elsie aged 5. 



Frederick Hodges (1896 – 1968)
Frederick Hodges was born to Sarah Hodges on the 7th October, 1898. His father is not known, although his mother, Sarah, was to later marry 

John Wanklyn, the son of her neighbour when the lived at 60 Northwick Road in Worcester. Sarah would have been an unmarried mother, 

aged 23. John Wanklyn would not have been the father as he was serving in Worcester Regiment in Bermuda from October 1897 until 

December 1899. He had joined the Army in 1892 and saw action in East India,Malta, Bermuda and finally South Africa in the Boer War.

The 1901 Census shows Fredrick, aged 2 living with his grandparents, Thomas and Sarah, at 4 Union Place in Worcester. His mother’s 

occupation is that of a Laundress.

The next Census in 1911 gives us further information regarding Frederick who is now living with his mother and new stepfather, John Wanklyn. 

His mother is shown to have married John in 1904. He now has a stepsister as the couple have a daughter, Elsie Wanklyn in 1906. They are 

all living with the grandmother, Sarah Hodges who is now a widow at 11 Saunders Street in Worcester. This is to be the family home for many 

years afterwards. At that time it was on the outskirts of the city overlooking countryside, although now the area has had considerable housing 

built on it. Frederick`s father was a Leather Worker and his mother a Laundress.

In 1914 Frederick was one of the first recruits in what was to become the First World War, when he enrols in September of that year, aged just 

16. His Enlistment form with many others has survived, although rather tattered. It shows that he had previously followed his fathers 

occupation as a Leather Cutter living at 11 Saunders Street in the City of Worcester. The enrolment form shows him as 830612 Gunner 2512 

in the South Midland Territorial Army Brigade. He was based at Ingatestone in Essex in May 1915 where he remained in the area on defensive

duties and training. He was posted with the 307th Brigade RFA on the 29th August 1916. The Regiment  took part in the Battle of the Somme 

in 1916, the Battle of Pozieres and the Third Battle of Ypres.

Unfortunately Frederick becomes one of the many casualties of the war when on September 19th 1917 he almost died from Mustard Gas and 

Shell Shock on the Western Front. He spends time in a French Hospital with Rheumatic Fever in his joints and then returns to England to the 

Command Depot at Ripon.

In July 1918 he goes to India where he is posted to the 1107th Howitzer Battery RFA stationed at Hyderbad. They were based at Quetta 

between June and December during a period of civil disturbances and were in action against Afghan rebels on the Indian frontier

His time in action was cut short when he was admitted to Hyderabad Sind Hospital on 9 September 1918 with Malaria and Rheumatic Fever 

where he remained until November. He then returned to England and Records show him in Hospital in Endell Street in London before being 

moved to The Convalescent Hospital at Eastbourne. Here he  recovered and  finally left on the 26th July 1919 and returned home to his family 

at 11 Saunders Street in Worcester. He is shown to have joined the Territorial Army on the 31st March 1920. At the same time he had applied

for a post in the City Police in London. A letter from him to his Officers asking for a reference to join the Police Force dated 6th October 1920 

has survived. It was no doubt successful as he was to become a Policeman and spend the rest of his working life in London. 

In 1923 he married Edith Pratt who is a housemaid at the Reuben Hotel opposite Buckingham Palace. They move to Police accommodation in 

Thrush Street, Walworth in London. It is here that their son is born the following year and named Frederick after his father. They are to have a 

daughter in 1929, when Edith (my Mother) is born at that address. When she is three years of age, the family move to new built flats in Brixton, 

South London called Ferndale Court. Norman Hodges is born there in 1932 and Gerald Hodges in 1939. The 1939 Census describes 

Frederick as a police constable living at 135 Ferndale Court in Brixton. Both his wife and children were as with many others in London spend 

time in the Countryside as evacuees.

After the war the family move to their own house at 45 Trelawn Road in Brixton. It is here that in 1948 that their daughter is living before getting 

married to my father, Edward Mattingly at St. Matthews Church in Brixton on the 30th July that year.

In 1967 Frederick and Edith move to 29 Cudham Gardens, Cliftonville, Margate to be near their daughter. Sadly he was not able to enjoy it for 

long before dying in Margate Hosptal the following year. Edith was to live a long life before her death in 1994, aged 94.



Frederick Hodges 1896 - 1968

1107th Battery, 21st Brigade RFA, 
at Quetta during a period of civil 
disturbances and in action 
against Afghan rebels on the 
Indian frontier





The1/7th Battalion, Worcestershire Regiment, resting in a cornfield near Lavieville, September 1916.



Frederick Hodges 1896 - 1968

A City of London Policeman on Traffic Duty.



Frederick Hodges 1896 - 1968

The Death Certificate for John Henry Wanklin, step father of 
Frederick Hodges who died in 1941 at 11 Saunders Street, Worcester.

In 1930 living at 135 Ferndale Court, Brixton

In 1939 living at 135 Ferndale Court, Brixton

In 1939 living at 135 Ferndale Court, Brixton

In 1948 living at 49 Trelawn Road, Brixton.

In 1959 living at 49 Trelawn Road, Brixton.

In 1952 living at 49 Trelawn Road, Brixton.

Death Certificate for Frederick Hodges 1968 living at 29 
Cudham Gardens, Cliftonville, Margate, Kent.

The 1964 Electoral 
Register for 49 Trelawn
Road in Brixton which 
shows, Elsie Wanklin, Step 
sister of Fredrick Hodges  
living with them. 



Frederick Hodges 1896 - 1968

11 Saunders Street, Worcester

49 Trelawn Road, Brixton, London 29 Cudham Gardens Clifftonville, Margate, Kent.

135 Ferndale Court, Brixton, London


