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The Story of this remarkable

31 Marlborough Buildings




Introduction

Paul and Daria Mattingly were to purchase no. 31 Marlborough Buildings in May 2022 from the then owners Mario and Jeanette Cicirello,
whose family had owned it since 1959. During their residency it had been split into a number of apartments that they let to tenants. Paul and
Daria then set themselves the task of restoring the building to how it would have originally looked in Georgian times. With Paul's father's
help they researched the history of the building through books and documents in the record office as far as they could. They were fortunate in
being given the original set of deeds dating back to its construction in 1790. It has now been possible to compile a comprehensive record of
the owners and occupiers of no. 31 Marlborough Buildings in this booklet. There follows a detailed listing of these and key events in its
history.

Marlborough Buildings is often overlooked by visitors to Bath by its impressive neighbour - The Royal Crescent, which is a shame as its
appearance and position is just as impressive. It was John Wood Senior (1704-1754) who became famous for a number of works which
included St. Johnés Hospital, Queens Square, the Royal Mi befere tlael
completion of the latter and it was his son also called John Wood who was to complete it and go on to design the Assembly Rooms, Brock
Street and finally the Royal Crescent which was finished in 1775. Sadly when he died in 1782, aged just 54,he was deeply in debt, partly due
to financial conditions relating to his fathers earlier building speculations. It was his wife, Mary and their daughter, Elizabeth who was married
to the Rev. James Tomlinson who were to inherit his debts and few assets. Her husband had built the Royal Crescent on land that he had
leased from Sir Peter Rivers Gay on an original ground rent of £220. He would have continued with his designs for terraces on the remainder
of this land. Unfortunately, no designs have survived of what he intended to construct on it. On January 12th 1786, there was a large Auction
of his former properties which included lot 7 which was described as fi dreehold site being west of the RoyalCr e s c e nt 0, eventuallc
to be the site of Marlborough Buildings. An advert in the Bath Chronicle at the time describes it as a vacant piece of ground intended and
planned for building houses. It describes a small house lately erected at the north end. This had already been built by Jeremiah Chivers and
is today the Marlborough Tavern. The lot reached an auction price of £1970 and was bought by the builder John Fielder with his associates,
James Broom, Thomas King and William Cross.it was to be John Fielder who often describes himself as an architect who was to design most
of the 33 houses that were to be built on the site in due course. Although nos. 13 to 15 are attributed to John Palmer, based on an identical
frontage to bee seen on those on the west side of Green Park Buildings designed by him. It is astonishing to think that within just 3 years by
1790 the terrace was to be built and finished. John Fielder and his associates divided the long strip of ground which was not quite an acre
into a number of plots on which they charged ground rents of between 9s and 12s 6d per foot, which equated to between £9 and £12 a
property. They themselves had then to pay the owner of the plot - the Rivers Estate an annual rent of £220 that had been agreed with John
Wood the younger in 1766.

John Fielder himself was one of the many builders and craftsmen who took on the leases and constructed the terrace. To finance this they
would borrow from the bank or wealthy individuals. They in turn would sell them on completion to clear their debts and no doubt move on to
the next one. At the rear of the row of houses were the Commons which at that time were fields. Although many architects had planned to
build on them, they were never successful and it remains virtually unspoilt today with allotment and Victoria Park replacing them.

The early deeds that have come down to us for no. 31 Marlborough Buildings allow us to have an insight into how it was constructed. The
initial document is dated 5th February 1788 and is the contract between Mark Fowles, the builder and John Fielder and his partners. Mark is
described as a Tiler and Plasterer who was to have to pay a perpetual rent of £9.18s to them. It is very descriptive and explains exactly how
it is to be built, although there was an opportunity to alter its interior. It has been difficult to find records relating to Mark apart from the fact at
that time he was living nearby at 42 Rivers Street before moving to Murford Street. Fortunately, there are some early deeds with his signature
on them. These relate to a mortgage for £600 that he received from Miss Mary Ann Rooper on the 12th January 1790 to finance the project.
Tragically he was never to see the completion as the next record we have for him is his burial at St. Swithins Church in June 1791. Miss
Rooper herself was to die just 2 years later.
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Introduction

No.31 would have been completed by 22nd March 1792 as this was the date on the deed for its sale to Sir George Colebrooke by the
trustees, John George and Richard Hewlett. Sir George would have been aged 63 at that time and was living with his wife, Mary and
some of their children at the new built house. They had moved just a short distance from the Royal Crescent which had been their home
foranumberofyears. Sir Georgeds | ife has beeniSedh adfocAlmemd eldy i it war
found on the historyofbath website. It would seem that he had been an English banker, member of parliament for Arundel and chairman
of the East India Company before settling in Bath. His speculations had caused him to lose a fortune and escape to France. On his
return he endeavoured to pay off all his debts, which he had succeeded by the time of his death in 1809. During his familes long period
of residency at no. 31 he was very active in the life of Bath and his name appears regularly in the pages of the Bath Chronicle.

Again, the deeds to the house are useful in that they give an insight into his life there. He was to pay Mark Fowles trustees £1225 for the
property and take out a £900 mortgage with the Rev. Charles Daubeny to finance it. This gentleman is famous as being the first minister
at the nearby Christ Church which he helped finance. The mortgage was only to be for a year as he later increased it to £1600, which he
borrowed from the wealthy Woollen Draper, Arthur Jones. A deed for 1802 shows Sir George transferring the house to his eldest son,
George who was residing at Woodlands in Lyndhurst at that time. After her husbands death in 1809, Lady Colebrooke continued to live
at no. 31 until her own death in 1818 and was buried in the family mausoleum in Chilham Church, their ancestral seat.

Until we received the deeds to the house, we were completely unaware of the next owner and assumed it was his tenant, Samuel Lane.
They showed that Hastings Elwin had paid £1775 for no. 31 from the surviving trustees to Sir George who were his sons James and
Henry Colebrooke. There is a marvellous article on Hastings Elwin in the Geological Curator for December 2005 which is online. He was
a founding member of the Bath Royal Literary and Scientific Institution in 1825. Their building still stands today in Queens Square and
provides a venue for a number of exhibitions and talks during the year. It is there that you can see a bust of the gentleman.

Although Hastings Elwin may never have lived at no.31 he did reside nearby in St. james Square and rented the house to Samuel Lane
and his family. This gentleman would have already been renting the house when he moved in shortly after the death of Lady Colebrooke
in 1818. He would have been aged 69 in that year after a successful career as Collector of Taxes for Kings Lynn. Married to Elizabeth
Mathew, they were to have 6 children, the most famous of whom was also named Samuel. He was to become a popular portrait artist
and a number of those of his family can be seen in the Town Hall in Kings Lynn today. The Lane family were to reside at no.31 for the
next 10 years before returning to K i n gyanswhere Samuel was to died in 1835 aged 86.

There now follows a long chapter of ownership when in 1830 a rich widow buys the house. It is in that year that Mrs. Mary Marlow pays
£1700 to Hastings Elwin for no.31. She was the widow of Michael Marlow, who had died in 1828, aged 71. He had been president of St.
Johnés College and Vice Chancellor of Oxford University &eal84tel
Census for the house show her living in the large property, aged 60, with just 3 servants. She was to continue to reside there until her
death in 1848, when the house and contents were auctioned. An advert in the Bath Chronicle describes in detail the contents of each
room.

The story of the house now becomes really interesting with the next owner of the house. The successful bidder at the auction on March
14th, 1848 is Mrs. Anna Bourne. She is in fact a daughter of Samuel Lane who had lived there previously. It seems that she was living at
the Circus in Bath in the year 1835, when her wealthy husband died in his 64th year and was buried in the Abbey, where there is a
marble memorial to him. She pays just £1050, a drop of £700 on the price paid by Mrs Mary Jane Marlow in 1830. The census returns for
1851 and 1861 again show her residing in the large house similar to her predecessor with just 4 servants for company. She was to live to
a good age of 83 before dying in 1869 and being buried in a fine tomb at the Church in Priston. There was to be a large auction of both
the house and contents on February 10th whose description appeared as an advert in the Bath Chronicle.
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Introduction

The successful bidder at the auction was local solicitor, Henry Holland Burne who paid £1300 to the trustees, Mrs Harriett Hammond
(sister) and Frederick William Lane (brother). We are fortunate that an early photograph can be found in the collection of the National
Portrait Gallery. Again, it was not until the deeds were studied for no.31 Marlborough Buildings that it could be seen that he and his
trustees were the owners from 1848 until 1931. He in fact was to only reside there for 20 years. In 1890 he bought both 27 and 28
Marlborough Buildings, which were a short distance away and rented no. 31. He then instructed the architects, Browne and Gill to
design three storey extensions on all three properties which still can be seen today. He played a very important part in the life of Bath
during his life and reached the good old age of 81 before his death in 1911. He was extremely wealthy and left an estate of £215,000
- a considerable amount for those times.

The house was to be let for a number of years to a series of wealthy tenants. The first of these was in 1891 when Mrs Catherine
Charlewood moved in with her daughter Mrs. Catherine Caldecot. Both were widows and the 1891 and 1901 Censuses shows them
there with their Cook, Maid, Housemaid and Parlour Maid. Itis on the death of the mother in 1904, aged 84, that the house is put up
for sale. The lease is eventually bought by Colonel Charles Webster. The 1911 Census described him as retired aged 73 with his
wife Mary who is 26 years his junior with their four servants. His wife continued to live at the address after his death in 1916 for a
couple of years until her own death in 1918.

The house was again advertised with its contents in the Bath Chronicle on the 12th February of that year and sold to another widow,
Mrs Emily Grafton and her daughter, Lilian. Her late husband, Frederick, had been a wealthy industrialist from Accrington where he
had a Calico Factory. The 1921 Census described her as aged 90 living with her daughter, Lilian, aged 59 and 5 servants. She was
to die three years later and her daughter was to live on until 1936.

It was May Butterworth who was to pay just £750 for no. 31 Marlborough Buildings in 1931. It was sold by Henry Burnes trustees
who were Richard Higgins Burne and Ernest Wallace Rooke. May was living at 11 Miles Buildings at the time of the sale. The Street
had gone into decline and the days of the wealthy residents had disappeared and been replaced with multiple occupants. The
directories showed that a number of properties were completely empty. May only lived there for 5 years and was then bought for
just £500 by John Charles Richardson who was there briefly and sold it in 1937 to Joseph Matthews for £650 who described himself
as a Dairyman living at 79 Wells Road in Bath on the contract. He had a number of properties which he rented out. Judging from
newspaper reports on various court cases that he was a ruthless landlord with his tenants. Directories show the house was split into
a number of apartments. Bath was badly bombed during the war and the house received some damage. There is a letter in the
archives that reveals that Joseph Matthews had claimed £125 for war damage.

In 1959 the house was bought by Giuseppe Cicerello and Domenico Toto from Joseph Matthews.

Domenico Toto the following year sold his interest for £385 to his relation Giuseppe Cicirello, who was already living in part of it. The
Bath Record Office has a copy of the plans submitted in 1962 by Giuseppe for alterations to the rear of the building. He was born in
Sicily in 1909 and was married to Angela Toto. He continued to let part of the property and this which was continued by his son
Mario after his death in 1981, aged 72.

Finaly in 2022 the house was offered for sale by the Cicirello family after over 60 years of ownership and bought by Paul and Daria
Mattingly and their family.

This booklet can only cover a fraction of the fascinating history of no.31 and as more information comes to light it will be updated
and added to the freshford.com website page. Neil Mattingly.




Owners and Occupiers of 31 Marlborough Buildings. Bath.

Year

Occupier

Owner

1766

John Wood the Younger pays a ground rent of £220 a year to Sir Bennet Garrard for Upper Furlong and Hayes Furlong fields in Walcot, Bath.

John Wood

1785 | Jeremiah Chivers builds a house on the comer of Weston Road and Milk Lane (Mariborough Buildings), now known as the Mariborough Tavern. John Wood's Widow
1786 | Land was owned by John Wood's widow and daughter who sold it by auction as "Lott 7, a freehold site being west of the Royal Crescent” John Wood's Widow
1786 | Lot 7 was bought by John Fielder, James Broom, Thomas King and William Cross for £1970. John Fielder
1788 |building began in 1788 and by 1791 22 houses were occupied. The shells of the houses were sold leaving the purchasers to design the interiors. John Fielder
1788 |No.31 Land sold by John Fielder, James Broom,Thomas King and William Cross to Mark Fowles and Charles Fielder. Perpetual yearly rent of £9.9s. Mark Fowles
1788 |Mark Fowles is described as a Tyler and Plasterer, Charles Fielder is the son of John Fielder the purchaser of the plot on which house is to be built Mark Fowles
1788 [Sir George Colebrooke (1729 - 1809), Baronet was the former Chairman of East India Company living at The Royal Crescent Mark Fowles
1789 |Mark Fowles and has to pay William Cross and his heirs £9.18.00 a year for pempetuity Mark Fowles
1790 |On the 12th January,Miss Mary Ann Rooper gives Mark Fowles a Mortgage of £600 plus 5% interest with unfinished house being built as Security Mark Fowles
1790 [Mark Fowles living at Morford Street and building 31 Mariborough Buildings. Mark Fowles
1791 |Mark Fowles dies in June and is buried at St. Swithins Church, Walcot Mark Fowles

1792

George Hewlett and John George - Trustees to Mark Fowles sell 31 Mariborough Buildings to Sir George Colebrooke for £1225 on the 21st March

Fowles Trustees

1792

Sir George and Lady Mary Colebrooke living at no.31 Mariborough Buildings in City rate Book.

Sir George Colebrooke

1792

Rev.Charles Daubeny, Builder of Christ Church, Bath provides a £900 Mortgage to Sir George Colebrooke on the 23rd March.

Sir George Colebrooke

1793 |Mortgage transfered to Mr. Arthur Jones, Woollen Draper in 10th April and increased to £1600 after paying Charles Daubeny back his money. Sir George Colebrooke
1796 |Mr. Arthur Jones, Woollen Draper of Cheap Street, Bath dies and leaves his estate to his son, Thomas Jones who takes over the Mortgage Sir George Colebrooke
1802 |Sir George Colebrooke declaration of trust to George of Woodlands, Lyndhurst, Hants, his eldest son who died the same year as his father aged 50 Sir George Colebrooke
1809 |Sir George Colebrooke died and is buried in the family Mausoleum at the Church in Chilham Kent Sir George Colebrooke

1818 |Lady Mary Colebrooke (1739 - 1818) died in Bath and buried with her husband at their Mausoleum in Chilham Church in Kent. Lady Mary Colebrooke
1817 |Samuel Lane is shown in the Rate Books with Lady Colebrooke. Sir James Colebrooke
1821 |Hastings Elwin purchases 31 M.B. for £1775 from Sir James and Henry Colebrook, surviving sons of Sir George, who leases it to Samuel Lane. Hastings Elwin
1825 |Anna, daughter of Samuel Lane marries Lieutenant Colonel George Bourne living at the Circus in Bath (Bath Chronicle) Hastings Elwin
1826 |At 31 Marlborough Buildings, Bath, Isabella, third daughter of Samuel Lane, Esq. late of King’s Lynn died aged 37 (Bath Chronicle) Hastings Elwin
1827 |Samuel Lane Esq (1749 - 1835) (Rates Book) wife Elizabeth (1753 - 1832) Hastings Elwin
1829 |Samuel Lane returns to Kings Lynn where he dies in 1835 aged 86. Hastings Elwin
1830 [Mrs Mary Jane Mariow, Widow of Michael Marlow, who was Vice Chancellor of Oxford University, pays £1700 to Hastings Elwin for 31 M.B. Mary Jane Marlow
1831 |Jane Marlow living at 31 Mariborough Buildings (Rates Book) Mary Jane Marlow
1833 |Rate Book shows Jane Mariow, widow of Michael Marlow who died in 1828. He was Vice Chancellor of Oxford University from 1798 - 1802. Mary Jane Marlow
1835 [Samuel Lane dies in Kings Lynn aged 86. His wife, Elizabeth died in 1832 Mary Jane Marlow
1835 |George Bourne(1772 - 1835) is buried in Bath Abbey where there is a marble memorial to him. They were living at the Circus Mary Jane Marlow
1837 |Jane Marlow living at 31 Mariborough Buildings(Rates Book) Mary Jane Marlow
1841 |Census - Mary Marlow (60) John Kench ( 40) Servant, Elizabeth Fisher (50) Servant, Sarah Kench (30) Servant Mary Jane Marlow

1848

Auction of Late Mrs Marlow. Jane was Buried at Weston January 11th, aged 73 where her grave can still be seen

Mary Jane Marlow

1848

Revd. George Clare (nephew) as trustee to Jane Marlow sells 31 Mariborough Buildings to Mrs Anna Bourne for £1050

Anna Boume

1849

Anna Boume (1786-1869) daughter of Samuel lane and widow of George Boume moves to 31 Mariborough Buildings (Rates Book)

Anna Boume

1851

Census - Anne Bourne (widow) aged 60 born in Kings Lynn and Caroline Bendall (26) Servant at 31 Marlborough Buildings

Anna Boume

1861

Census Anna Boume (74) House Proprieter, Fanny Murell (32) Cook, Jane Newman (30) Cook, Ladies maid, Housemaid, Ladys Maid

Anna Boume

1869

Auction of late Mrs Anna Boume's property died 11th march. There is still an annual ground rent of £9.14s. 8d dating back to original build in 1788

Anna Boume




Owners and Occupiers of 31 Marlborough Buildings. Bath.

Year Occupier Owner
1869 |Henry Holland Burne purchases 31 for £1300 from Mrs. Harriet Hammond (Sister) and Fredrick Wiliam Lane (nephew) as trustees Henry Holland Burne
1871 |Census - Henry Holland Burne (41) Solictor, Elizabeth Bume (41) , Sarah Webb (31) Cook, Ellen Hitchman (26) Parlour Maid. Henry Holland Burne
1881 [Census - Henry Holland Burne (51) Solictor, Elizabeth Bume (51) , and Butler, Ladymaid, Cook, Housemaid, Kitchen maid. Henry Holland Burne
1884 |Henry Holland Burne (1830 - 1911), Solicitor 37 Gay Street. He purchases 27-28 Marliborough buildings in this year. Henry Holland Burne
1884 |Henry Holland Burne instructs Browne and Gill to add three storey porches on front of all three houses (27,28,31) he owns in Marlborough Buildings Henry Holland Burne
1887 |Elizabeth , wife of Henry Holland Burne dies, aged 57 Henry Holland Burne
1890-91 [Unoccupied. Henry Burne moved to 27/28 Mariborough Buildings where he lived until his death in 1911 Henry Holland Burne

1891 |Mrs Charlewood and her daughter Mrs Caldecot, who are both widows move to 31 Mariborough Buildings before May in that year. Henry Holland Burne
1901 [Census - Catherine Charlewood - Widow (84) .Catherine Charlewood (52) - Widow daughter with Cook, Maid,Housemaid and Parlourmaid. Henry Holland Burne
1904 |Catherine Chatlewood of 31 Mariborough Buildings Bath widow died 7th October 1904, aged 87 left her estate to Catherine Caldecot widow Henry Holland Burne
1905 |Sale of 31 Mariborough Buildings Henry Holland Burne
1906 |Colonel Charles Henry Webster (1838 - 1918) living at 31 Mariborough Buildings (Directory) Henry Holland Burne
1911 |Henry Holland Burne (1830 - 1911)died and was living at 27/28 Mariborough Buildings at the time left an Estate of over £215,000 to his brother, John Henry Holland Burne
1911 |Census Charles Henry Webster (73) Retired Colonel born in Wallasey , Mary Beatrice Webster (47) and 4 servants H.H. Bume Trustees
1916 |Colonel Charles Henry Webster died aged 78 H.H. Bume Trustees
1918 |Auction of contents of 31 Mariborough Builings on the death of the late Mrs.M.B.Webster (Advert) H.H. Bume Trustees
1920 |Emily Sophia Grafton and Lilian Grafton. Emily was the Widow of Frederick William Grafton (1816 - 1890), a Manchester Industrialist . H.H. Bume Trustees
1921 |Census - Emily Sophia Grafton, aged 90 and Lilian Grafton, her daughter, aged 59 with 5 servants living at no. 31 Mariborough Buildings H.H. Bume Trustees
1924 |Emily Sophia Grafton (1831 - 1924) died aged 93 left house to daughter, Lilian who dies in 1936 aged 72. H.H. Bume Trustees
1931 |Miss May Butterworth pays £750 for 31 from the Trustees of Henry Holland Burne - Richard Higgins Burne and Emest Wallace Rooke (Solicitor) May Butterworth
1931 |Searches reveal owner paying 5 shillings a year to Bath Council for doorway leading from property to the Common. May Butterworth
1935 |Butterworth Miss R. H., 31, Mariborough buildings (Tel. 3425) formerly of 11 Miles Buildings, Bath May Butterworth
1936 |John Charles Richardson of 1 Vane Street pays £500 to May Butterworth for 31 Mariborough Buildings John Richardson
1937 |Joseph Matthews of 79 Wells Road, Bath, pays £650 to John Richardson for 31. He rents out floors to a number of tenants. Joseph Matthews
1938 |John Graham Berry ,aged 26,Berry Alice E. aged 29 house wife, Pillinger Rita, aged 58,widow house wife,Pillinger Rita, aged 58,widow house wife, Joseph Matthews

Wright Frederick, aged 31 milk round,Wright Mabel, aged 28 house wife,Norman Emest aged 51, kitchen Porter,Norman Anne aged 33, companion Joseph Matthews
1939 |John Richardson takes out a mortgage with Lloyds Bank for House for £600. Joseph Matthews
1949 |MrJ. and Mrs Joseph Matthews claimed £123 for war damage. House split into flats rented out by the Matthews who lived at 79 Wells Road, Bath Joseph Matthews
1959 |Giuseppe Cicirello and Domenico Toto purchase 31 Mariborough Buildings from Joseph Matthews. Giuseppe Cicirello
1960 |Giuseppe Cicirello pays £385 to Domenico Toto (cousin?) Giuseppe Cicirello
1973 |Mario John Cicirello married Jeanette Frances Bishop in 1973 Giuseppe Cicirello
1983 [Mario Cicirello inherits 31 from Father Mario Cicirello
2007 |Angela Cicirello died, aged 93. Mario Cicirello
2011 _|(1) Christine and Stephen Huard - Garden Flat, (2) Giovanni Comentale & Brigid Kennedy - Ground Floor Rear,(3) Mario Cicirello

(4) Gavin Jones & Vanisha Sritharan - First Floor Rear, (5) Heidi Ellin - First Floor Front, Mario Cicirello

Andrew Richmond-Ground Floor Front,(6) Marc Collyer & Isidra Ayonon - Second Floor, (7) Robert Stanley - Third Floor Front. Mario Cicirello
2019 |Perpetual Rent Charge of £9.18.0d extinguished. Mario Cicirello
2021 |Mario John Cicirello + Jeanette Frances Mario Cicirello
2022 |Paul & Daria_Mattingly Paul Mattingly
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Early History of the site where Marlborough Buildings was to be built from 1787 -1790

o

e A e e g

oSy e T T T — — ' e — " G — —— ———

sold the Manor and Rectory of Walcot, except
+{ Barton Farm to Robert Gay, surgeon, of
~{ London. This gentleman had married his

L e TR

]

W/ A AL | e

T

!

A

P

VAL

The site of Marlborough Buildings was
originally a field kn
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daughter, Mary. In the early eighteenth
century, Robert Gay had apparently also
come into possession of Barton Farm,
probably by virtue of his wife's inheritance.
When Robert Gay died in 1737, he left the
Bath property to his daughter Margaret, by
his second wife. She died without issue in
1765 and left the estate to her brotherin-law,
Sir Benet Garrard who, in 1767, bequeathed
all his Bath estate to Sir Peter Rivers, who
took the name of Gay.

It was on the fields of Barton Farm that John
Wood Senior was to design many of his
famous buildings including Queens Square
and The Circus. It's strange today to think
that the original farm house now forms part
of the rear of Jolly's department Store in
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John Wood Junior leases of the Land on which Marlborough Buildings was to be built in 1766 for £220 per annum.

John Wood Senior was to die in
1754, aged just 50, with his work
on the Circus unfinished. It was

his son, John Wood the Younger
who was to complete this by 1768.
The conveyance of the ground was
granted to Wood and Thomas
Brock, his trustee, by the landlord,
Sir Benet Garrard, in December,
1766, at a ground rent of £220 per
annum. Work on the Royal
Crescent commenced early in 176+
Several individual contractors and craftsmen worked
independently on the houses. Wood engaged them to
carry out uniform exteriors, according to his plans, but
gave them freedom to alter interiors to suit individual
tenants. The builders, having arranged with tenants to
lease the houses for a term of years, then took their
agreements to the bank, and had no difficulty in obtaining
money to commence work.

He no doubt planned building on the site. Unfortunately,
by the time of his death in 1782, aged just 54, he was
terribly in debt and the site was left to his wife, Mary. A
Deed in the Bath Record Office shows that in January
1786 she had been released of the original ground rent of
£220 from Sir Peter Rivers Gay.

There was an auction of her husband’s former properties
on January 171787, where the site of Marlborough
Buildings was later described as:

“Lott 7, a

John Wood Senior

The Circus by John Robert Cousins in 1773 showing John
Wood the Younger's finished work from his father's design
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A copy of the original Lease taken out by John Wood Junior on the Lands then owned by Sir Bennet Gerrard in 1766 for £220 a ear

1. Sir Benet Garrard of Lamer Hertfordshire, bart. devisee in the will of Margaret Garrard of Hatton Garden in the parish of St. Andrew
Holborne Middlesex, widow, deceased.

2. John Wood of the parish of Walcot Somerset, Esquire and Thomas Brock of Chester Cheshire, Esquire a trustee of John
Wood.Conveyancefrom 1 to 2 in trust subject to rent of two parcels of ground called Hayes Furlong and Upper Hayes Furlong in Walcot.
Rent: £250. 20 Dec 17660473/1/12/1
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The Auction in January 1786 of the Land on which Marlborough Buildings was to built within just four years.

The Bath Chronicle, 12 January 1786 had aradvert for a number of
properties that were being auctioned amongst them was lot VII
shown on the right. This was to be the piece of ground that
Marlborough Buildings was to go up on. It is very descriptive of the
l and a s Thie mhelitamee $n:fee onfall that vacant piece of
land intended and planned for building houses and for a street
called Milk Street lying on the westward side of the Crescent and
next to the grounds called Town Commons, being very pleasantly
situated and desirable for the intended purpose together with clear
ground rent in fee of £3.00 per annum payable quarterly and
charged on a small house erected on the north of the said vacant

g r o u Mlkedmall House was known asChivers and was to
eventually be renamed AThe Marl
It reached an auction price of £1970 and was bought by John
Fielder, James Broom, Thomas King and William Cross. The
beneficiary was Mary Wood's daughter, Elizabeth who was married
to Rev. James Tomlinson, Rector of Davenham in Cheshire

The Marlborough Tavern i 1791 JohnWingrove (Victualler)
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ESTATES in BATH. Bath Chronicle"1danuary 1786
To be sold by Private Contract, either together or in the following lots,
Lot VII. The inheritance in Fee, of all that vacant Piece of Ground
intended and planned for building houses, and for a Street called Milk
Street, lying on the Westward side of the. crescent, and next the grounds
called the Town Commons, being very pleasantly situated and desirable
for the intended purpose, together with the Ground -Rent, in fee of £3
per annum, payable quarterly, and charged on a small house lately
erected at the North end of the said vacant building ground.

All the said Ground-Rents are well secured and issuing out of the very
valuable houses and buildings, and may be collected with ease and
certainty, equal to a land tax.

Persons wishing to purchase anyparticular rent issuing out of their
respective houses will upon application as under be accommodated.
For further particulars apply to Mr. Symons, attorney, in Corn Street,
Bristol, Mr. Fielder, Builder, in Rivers Street, Bath or to Messrs,
Jenkins, James and Abbott, at tourney, New Inn, London.




John Fielder and his partners purchase the plot of land in 1786 and start soon after building Marlborough Buildings on the si te.
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This watercolour by Thomas Mallon painted in 1769 allows us to glimpse workman in the foreground finishing the blocks of Bath Stone which
would have also been used later in 1788 for the construction of Marlborough Buildings. John Fielder was to pay £1970 for neady an acre of
ground in January 1786 on which were to be built a terrace of 34 houses. He was in partnership with James Broom, Thomas Kingand William
Cross who were wealthy Bath tradesmen.A number of deeds have survived for some of the properties in Bath Record Office. The original
indentures are very descriptive of how the work was to be carried out and are listed in number order from the first house that was built for Mr.
Chivers ( now Marlborough Tavern) in 1785. Some of them may well have been designed by John Fielder who someften described himself as an
architect as well as Builder, Tiler and Plasterer. Though nos. 13,14,15 have been attributed to Thomas Baldwin. It is astonising that the Terrace
was completed in the space of three years by 1790. Some of the houses were kept by the builders and the remainder sold on ¥eealthy citizens.
John Fielder and his partners charged annual ground rents between £9 and £12, which showed a healthy profit on their original investment.
Although they were to continue to pay to the Rivers Estate the £220 annual rent agreed with John Wood the Younger in 1766.




A Plan of the Commons belonging to the Freeman of Bath by CharlesTrimnell , dated, ¢.1790. Marlborough Buildings had just been built
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The caption reads: The Ditch on which
Marlborough Buildings are Erected contains not
quite One Acre of Ground, about 2 years ago had
not a House over it, has now 33 good Houses built
upon it, and brings in £400 pr Ann: more than
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Ground Rent of Marlborough Buildings is at the
Rate of 12s 6d, 10s 6d and 9s per Foot.
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Maps of Bath Common at the rear of Marlborough Buildings over the Centuries.

At the rear of Marlborough Buildings is a large unspoilt area known as the Bath Common which has survived development over the centuries and
now forms part of Victoria Park, Bath Approach Golf Course, Allotments. It was formerly part of the larger Walcot Estate and was owned by the
Freemen of Bath. The early maps shown here reveal how little it has changed over the years. It is now administered by Bath City Council.
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A Plan of the Estate of the Freemen of the City of Bath in 1875 Aerial view of the Common in 2022




Plans for building on the Commons by George Manners in 1827




A Prospect of The Royal Crescent and Marlborough Buildings by JacolSpornbergin 1801




